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PREFACE 


: TD 
EW | Fi , 3 8 
MR. LESLIE S 
SHORT METHOD WITH THE DEISTS. 


ANY attempts having lately been made 
upon the people of England, to ſe- 
duce them from the Chriſtian Faith, and 
lead them into deſtruftion temporal and 
eternal; ſomething ſhould be done to ſecure 
them againſt profligate writers, the declared 
apoſtles of atheiſm. I therefore rejoice to 
find, that the Society for promoting Chriſ= 
tian Knowledge, have reſolved to print 
and diſperſe Mr. LesLie's Short Method 
with the Deiſts, together with ite Sequel, 
intitled The Truth of Chriſtianity demon- 
ftrated. The world affords nothing fo 
 effeclual. 
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effeftual on the Chri i/tian evidences; 25 ＋ 
pray God to give his bleſſing to their pious 


| endeavours, by opening the hearts of thoſe 


who are in error t0 receive the light of 


truth: and it is here foi repreſented 70 
them, that they will receive it; unleſs a 


: ſpirit of infatuation is gone forth amongſt 


them ; which, may God Almighty avert | 


In the former F theſe Trafts, the 
argument is ſo ſhort and clear, that the 


 meaneſt capacity may underſtand it, and fo 


forcible, that no man has yet been found 


able 10 refit it. When it was firſt pub- 


liſhed; ſome attempts were made ; but they 


ſoon came to nothing. The argument in 


- brief is this, The Chriſtian Religion con- 
fits of fact and dofrines, each depending 


on the other ; ſo that if the fats are true, 
the dotrines muſt be true. Thus for e- 
ample ; ; the Reſurretlion of Jeſus Chriſt, 
FS 4 fact: our ręſurrection is a doctrine. 

3 us al Adnit 


PREFACE. „„ 


Admit 'he fat; and the docrrine cannot 


be denied. The aſcenſion of Feſus Chriſt. 


is another fact: his return from thence to 
Judge the world is a doctrine: if the fatt. 


be true, the doctrine muſt be ſo likewiſe. 
For, argues the apoſtle, if the doctrine be 


not true, the fat muſt be. falſe ; if the 
dead riſe not, then is not Chriſt raiſed. . 


The truth of a mutter of fact may be 


certainly known, i it be attended with 
certain_marks, ſuch as no falſe fact can 
poſſibly hade. Theſe marks are four. 


is required, firſt, that the ſact be a ſenſible 
fact, ſuch as men's outward ſenſes can 
Judge f ſecondly, that it be notorious, 


Pei formed publickly in the preſence ' of wit 
neſſes ;\ ; thirdly, that there 'be memorials. 


Off it, or monuments and aftions Rept. up in 


memory of it; fourthly, "that ſuch. monu- 


ments and actions begin with the fat. It 


is the deſign Y 2 Leſlie's book 40 ſew, 
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. * theſe FI marks do all meet in the falls 


of Chri Mianiiy. And to the four marks, 


which any true Jack may have ; he has 
added four more, in his ſecond tract, which. 


ave * to rhe our of Chri ata ol 


2 Mabe zo wi he Short Me- 
thod is new, will be induced to think more 


highly of it, if I tell him its hiftory ; as 


T recerved it from Doctor Hulam, Dean 
of Down in Ireland ; who told me he had 


at from Captain. Leſlie a Jon of the Au- 


thor. It was the fortune of Mr. Leſlie 


0 be acquainted with the Duke of Leeds | 


of that time ; who obſerved to him, that 
although he was a believer of the Chriſtian 


 Retigion, be was not ſatisfied with the 
common methods of proving it: that the 


argument was long and complicated; ſo 


that ſome had neither leiſure nor patience 


zo follow it, and others were not able to 
eanprehend it: chat « as it Was then nature 


of 
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e PREFACE. vit 
I of all truth to be plain and ſimple; if 
5 Chriſtianity were a truth, there muſt be 
3 ſome ſhort way of ſbewing it to be ſo; and 
Y he wiſhed Mr. Leftie would think of it. 
Such a hint to ſuch a man, in the ſpace of 
three days, produced a rough draught of 
; the Short and Eafy Method with the 
' Deifts ; which he preſented to the Dube: 
Y who looked it over, and then ſaid, © I 
| thought I was a Chriſtian before, but 
5 „ am Jure of it now: and as JI am in- 
4 debted to you for converting me, IT ſhall 
„ henceforth look upon you as my ſpiritual 
 * farther.” And he acted accordingly ; 
for he never came into his company after- 
wards without aſhing his bleſſing. Such is 
the ſtory: very nearly as Dr. Delany him- 
ſelf would tell it, i he were now alive. 
The circumſtances are  fo*memorable, that | 
there muſt have been ſomething very extra- 
ordi nary at the bottom to account for them. , 
And o thought Dr. Middgton ; 4 though | 
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be work affefted him in 4 very al at fenen, ; 


manner. Feeling how neceſſary i was 10 


bis principles, that he ſhould ſome way rid 


himſelf of Mr. Leſlie's argument; be 


loofted out for ſome falſe fat, to-which tl, e 


four marks 'might be applied : and this he 


did for entf years together, without being. 
able to find one. This I learned from the 
i fate Dr. Berkeley, ſon to the celebrated 
" Biſbop of Cloyne ; who converſed much 


with the world, and I believe would not 
Have reported ſuch a thing, but upon good 
authority. . I may mention another event, 
which ought not to be Forgotten upon this 


oc gf. on. An anecdote it is not; becauſe 


it muſt be already known lo the publick. 
Dr. Prieſtley, that unaccountable man, like 
the Quaker, who went over 0 C onſtanti- 
nople to convert the grand Seignior, wrote 
and printed a letter to the Infidels of 


France, with ga view 7 bringing them 


back to C ri ne., in which letter he 
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gives es Mr. Leſlie 5 argument, as if it 
had been his own ; for he ſays not a word of 
the Author. The world looks upon the 
Doftor as one of the falſe Apoſtles of the 
age: but if he had been a true Apoſtle, 
and could work miracles, what reaſon have 
we ro think, that they would have more 
effect upon the French, than miracles had | 
upon the Fews ? This world is the God 
of the French, as it was of the Fews; 
and its power to blind the eyes is as great 
now as it was then. Beſides, the argu- 
ment had been publiſhed in France long 
before the time of Dr. Prieſtley, and is 
ro be found in the Oeuvres de St. Real, a 
collection of ſmall preces on the Evidences 
9 the Chr, Niar Raten 


7⁰ theſe who take Mr. Leſlie's trafls B 


ö 

2 into their hands, I have only this ſhort 
; advice t9 give. I beſeech them to remem- 
; ber, that if 2 be true, it 18 


1 |  tremens 
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tremendouſly true. All the great things 
this world can fhew are as nothing in com- 
pariſon of it. Heaven and Hell are the 
iſſue, Irs fats yet to come are as certain 
a thoſe that are paſt. T. he trumpet ſhall 
found, and the dead ſhall, be raiſed—the 
heavens ſhall be on fire, and the elements 
ſhall melt with fervent heat—the an gels 1 
Hall gather the elect of God from the four = 
winds—all men ſhall be called upon to give 
an account of their words and action. 
and they who now deny Feſus Chriſt, and 
hold him in defiance, ſhall ſee the heaven | 
and earth fly away before his face. 4. 
man muſt be ſlupified if he can think on | 
theſe things, without Heeing from tbe 
wratb to come: and there is no way but 


In the belief of Chr: . which this 


book teaches. 
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I feel myſelf ſo deeply in tereſted in this | 
defign of the Society, that I wiſh thent | 
| ; 1 5 | | ; all 


PREFACE. BR: 
all the aid and encouragement, which 
Heaven and Earth can give them 5 and am 
L | eheir ER Friend 


a > ADELE humble $ ervant, 


NAYLAND, 9 


Feb. 23, 1799. | | 5 5 
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SIR, 06 

[. * anſwer to yours of the third inſtant, 
I much condole with you your un- 

| happy circumſtances; of being placed amongſt 
| fuch company, where, as you ſay, you con- 
tinually hear the ſacred ſcriptures, and the 
| hiſtories therein contained, particularly of 
Moſes, and of Chriſt, and all revealed reli- 
WM gion, turned into ridicule, by men who ſey 
£2 up for ſenſe and reafon.- And they ſay that 
there is no greater ground to believe in 
W Chriſt, than in Mahomet; that all theſe 
pretences to revelation are cheats, and ever 
„„ have 
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ei on Deiſin. 9 
have been among Pagans, Jews, Mahometans, 
and Chriſtians; that they are all alike im- 


poſitions of cunning and deſigning men, 
upon the credulity, at firſt, of ſimple and 
unthinking people, till, their numbers in- 
creaſing, their deluſions grew popular, came 


at laſt to be eſtabliſhed by laws; and then 
the force of education and cuſtom gives a 


bias to the Judgments of after ages, till ſuch 

deceits come. really to.be believed, being re- 
ceived upon truſt from the ages foregoing, 

without examining into the original and 
bottom of them. Which theſe our modern 
men of ſenſe, (as they deſire to be eſteemed,) 
ſay that they only do, that they only have 
their judgments freed from the laviſh au- 
thority of precedents and laws, in matters 
of truth, which, they ſay, ought only to be 


decided by reaſon; though by a prudent 


compliance with popularity and laws, they 
preſcrve themſelves from outrage, and legal 


penalties; for none of their, complexion 
are addicted to ſufferings or martyrdom. 


Now, Sir, that which you deſire from 
me, is tome ſhort topic of reaſon, if ſuch 
| can 


Leſlie on D VF 
can be found, whereby. without, running to 
authorities and the intricate mazes of 
learning, which breed long diſputes, and 
which theſe men of reaſon deny hy whole- 
ſale, though they can give no reaſon for it, 
only ſuppoſe that authors have been trumped 
upon us, interpolated and corrupted, ſo that 
nor ſtraſs can be laid npon them, though it 


Fannot be ſhewn wherein they are ſo, cor- 
rupteda which, in reaſon, ought to lie upon 


them to prove, who alledge-it ; otherwiſe it 


is not any a precarious;; but a guilty plea: 5 


And the more, that they refrain not to quote 
books on their ſide, for whoſe authority there 
are no better, or not ſo good grounds. 
However, you ſay, it makes your diſputes 
endleſs, and they go away with noiſe and 
clamour, and a boaſt, that there is nothing, 


at leaſt nothing certain, to be ſaid on the 


Chriſtian fide. Therefore you are deſirous 


do find ſome. one topic of reaſon, which 
== ſhould demonſtrate the truth of the Chriſtian 


religion, and at the ſame time, diſtin- 
guiſn it from the impoſtures of Mahomet, 


and the old Pagan world: that our Deiſts 


B 2 may 
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4 5 Leſſie on Dein. 
5 ß be brought to this teſt, and be enges 


either to renounce their reaſon, and the 


common reaſon of mankind, or to ſubmit 


to the clear proof, from reaſon, of the Chriſ- 
tian religion; which muſt be ſuch a proof, 


as no impeſture can pretend to, otherwiſe 


fr cannot prove the Chriſtian religion not to 
be an impoſture. And, whether ſuch a 
proof, one ſingle proof (to avoid confuſion} 
is not to be found out, you deſire t to rene 
from me. 

And you v thy; that you cannot mgine 
but there muſt be ſuch a proof, becauſe 
every truth is in itſelf clear, and one; and 
therefore that one reaſon for it, if it be the 


true reaſon, muſt be ſufficient; and if ſuf- 


ficient, it is better than many; for multi- 
plicity confounds, cl] e to weak Judge 
ments. 

Sir, you have pales an hard taſk upon 
me, I wiſh I could perform it. For though 
every truth is one, yet our fight is fo feeble, 
that we cannot (always) come to it directly, 
but by many inferences; and laying of things 
together. | | 
; Bur 
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But J think, that in the Rs hafode us, 
kin is ſuch. a proof as you require, and I 

will ſet it down as ſhort and plain as I can. 
I. Firſt, then, I ſuppoſe, that the truth 
= of the doctrine of Chriſt will be ſutfhciently 
| evinced, if the matters of fact, which are 
recorded of him in the goſpels, be true; for 
bis miracles, if true, do vouch the truth of 
what he delivered. | 
Ihe ſame is to be ſaid as to Moſes. 11 
be brought the children of Iſrael through the 
Red Sea in that miraculous manner which 
is related in Exodus, and did ſuch other 
wonderful things as are there told of him, 
it muſt neceſſarily follow, that he was ſent 
from God: theſe being the ſtrongeſt proofs 
we can defire, and which. every Deiſt will 
confeſs he would acquieſce in, if he ſaw 
them with his eyes. Therefore the ſtreſs of 
tis cauſe will depend upon the 8 of 
3 theſe matters of fact. 8 
1 1. And the method I will take, IS, firſt, 
„ to lay down ſuch rules, as to the truth of 
matters of fact in. general, that where they 
all meet, ſuch matters of fact cannot be 


B 3. | falſe. 
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falſe. And then, fecondly; to ew chat al 
theſe rules do meet in the matters of Taft; 
of Moſes!" and of Chriſt; and that they d 
not meet in the tttters bf fact of Mahohiet, 
and the heathen deities; or ea poſſibly meet 
in 2 impoſture whatſoever.” — 1 „ee 
The rules are theſe, 1. That the 
acts of fact be ſuch, as that men's outs 
| ward ſenſes, their eyes and ears, may": be 
5 judges of it. 2. That it be done publiekly 
in the face of the world. 3. That not only 
public monuments be kept up in memory 
of it, but ſome out ward actions to be per- 
formed. 4. That ſuch monuments, and 
fuch actions or obſervances be inſtituted, 
and do commence from the time rhat the 
matter of fact was done. . 
3. The two firſt rules kr! it a0 polſbie 
for any ſuch matter of fact to be impoſed 
upon men, at the time when ſuch matter of 
fact was ſaid to be done, becauſe: every man's 
eyes and ſenſes would contradict it. For 
example: Suppoſe any man ſhould. pretend. 3 
that yeſterday he divided the Thames, in 
F of all the 2 and of London, and 
carried, 
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| | cveids- the whole city, men, women, and 
| children, over to Southwark, on dry land, 
ö the waters ſtanding like walls on both ſides: 
. I. ſay, it is morally impoſſible that he could 
. | perſia the people of London that this was 
N true, when every man, woman, and child 
e could contradi& him, and ſay, that this was 
b a notorious fal ſnood, for that they had not 
5 ſcen” the Thames ſo divided, or had gone 
y over on dry land. Therefore I take it for 
y granted (and I ſuppoſe, with the allowance 
y of all the Deiſts in the world) that no ſuch. 
2 impoſition could be put upon men, at the 
4 time when ſuch public matter. of fact was 
* ſaid to be done. N | 
e 4. Therefore it only 1 remains that ſuch 
** matter of fact might be invented ſome time 
le after, when the men of that generation, 
d wherein the thing was ſaid to be done, are 
of all paſt and gone; and the credulity of after 
's ages might be impoſed upon, to believe that 
or * 1 things were done in- former ages, which 
4 0 kb — ere T.. t N 

in And for this, the t two laſt rules ſecure us. 
nd ins as the two firſt rules, in the former 
ed, =: ene 


$$ 55 Leſlie on | Detie. 3 
ae for whenever ſuch à matter of fact = 


came to be invented, if not only monuments 
were ſaid to remain of it, but likewiſe that 
1 public actions and obſervances were con, 
1 ſtantly uſed ever ſince the matter of fact was 
11 ſaid to be done, the deceit muſt be detected, 
by no ſuch monuments appearing, and: by 
lite experience of every man, woman, and 
19 child, who muſt know that no ſuch actions 
| or obſervances were ever uſed by them. 
For example: Suppoſe I ſhould now invent 
a tory of ſuch a thing done a thouſand years 
| ago, I might perhaps get ſome to believe it; 
1 put if I fay, that not only ſuch a thing was 
done, but that, from that day to this, every 
JF man, at the age of twelve years, had a joint 
of his little finger cut off; and that every i 
. man in the nation did want a joint of ſuch i 
! _ a finger; and that this inſtitution was ſaid | 
10ð be part of the matter of fact done ſo 
| many years ago, and vouched as a proof and 
189 confirmation of it, and as having deſcended, Ki 
BB without interruption, and been conſtantly - i| 
practiſed, in memory of ſuch matter of fact, 
15 all along, from the time that ſuch matter of | 
| tact 
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1 hen alive, muſt have contradicted: it. And: 


„ 1 Deiſn. 9 
fact was done: Iſay, it is impoſſible L ſhould - 


be believed i in ſuch a caſe, becauſe every one 
could contradict me, as to the mark of cut= 


ting off a joint of the finger; and 1 that being 


| part of my original matter of fact. muſt de- 
monſtrate the whole to be . 
III. Let us now come to the ſecond 
point, to ſhew that the matters of fact of 
1 Moſes, and of Chriſt, have all theſe rules or 


þ marks before mentioned; and that neither 


the matters of fact of Mahomet, or what is 
reported of the heathen deities, have the 
like; and that no impoſtar can have them 
all. 

1. As to Moſes, 3 Fant) it will be al. 
lowed me, that he could not have perſuaded 
boo, ooo men, that he had brought them 
W out. of Egypt, through. the Red Sea ; fed. 
them forty years, without bread, by mira 
Y culous manna, and the other matters of. fact 
AF ecorded in his books, if they had not been: 
rue. Becauſe every man's ſenſes that were: 


bereſore he muſt have impoſed upon all 
er ſenſes, if he could have made them 


B 5 | believe) 
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Leſlie en Deifm. 


believe it, when it was falſe, and no ſuch 


things done. So that here are the firſt and 


ſecond of the above-mentioned four marks. 


From the ſame reaſon, it was equally im- 
poſſible for him to have made' them receive 
his five books, as truth, and not to have re- 


jected them, as a manifeſt impoſture; Which | 
told of all theſe things as done before their 
eyes, if they had not been ſo done. See 


how poſitively he ſpeaks to them, Deut. xi. 
2, to verſe 8. And know you this day, 
for I ſpeak not with your children, which 
* have not known, and which have not 
1 ſeen the chaſtiſement of the Lord your 
« God, his greatneſs, his mighty hand, and 
« his ſtretched- out arm, and his miracles, 
% and his acts, which he did in the midſt 


2 


« of Egypt, unto Pharaoh the king 'of 


„Egypt, and unto all his land, and what 
„ he did unto the army of Egypt, unto 


flow them as they purſued after you; and 


« how the Lord hath deftroyed them unto | 
* this day: and what he did unto you in | 
YE the 


EY 5 


their horſes, and to their chariots; how he |} 
„ made the water of the Red Sea to over- 7 
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Leſlie on Deiſm. 11 
e the wilderneſs, until ye came into this 
place; and what he did unto Dathan and 
« Abiram, the ſons of Eliah, the ſon of 
© Reuben, how the earth opened her mhowurR; 
© and ſwallowed them up, and their houſ- 
* holds, and their rents, and all the ſubſtance 
| © that was in their poſſeſſion, in the midſt of 
* all Iſrael. But your eyes have ſeen all the 
« great acts of the Lord, an he (did, | 
FF 7; | 
From hence we muſt auppots it impoſſible 
that theſe books of Moſes (if an impoſture) 
could have been invented and put upon the 
people who were then alive, when all theſe 
things were ſaid to be done. 

The utmoſt therefore that even a ſuppoſe 
can ſtretch To; i; that theſe books were 


wrote in ſome age after > Moſes, and oy out 
in his name. | 


- 


And to this, I ſay, that if it was fo, it 
was impoſſible that thoſe books ſhould have 
been received as the books of Moſes, in 
that age wherein they may have been ſup- 
poſed to have been firſt invented. Why? 
e they ſpeak of themſelves as delivered 
DB 6 - by 
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by Moſes, and kept in the ark from his 


time, And it came to paſs, when Moſes. 
*, had made an end of writing the words . 

of this law in a book, until they were 
«finiſhed; that Moſes commanded the Le- 
te. vites who bare the- ark of the covenant 
**, of the Lord, ſaying, take this book of 
'* the law, and put it in the ſide of the ark 
*#.of the covenant of the Lord your God, 


that it may be there for a witneſs againſt 


ze thee,” Deut. xxxi. 24, 25, 26. And 


there was a copy of this book to be left 
likewiſe with the king. And it ſhall be, 


'** when he ſitteth upon the throne of his 
% kingdom, that he ſhall write him a copy 
of this law-in a book, out of that which 
is before the prieſts the Levites: and it 
« ſhall be with him, and. he ſhall read | 


therein all the days of his life: that he 


* may learn to fear the Lord his God, to 
« keep all the words of this law and theſe | 
*« ſtatutes to do them.“ Deut. xvili. 18, 19. 

Here then you ſee that this book of the 
law ſpeaks of itſelf, not only as an hiſtory 


La) 


or relation of what things were then done, 
. | 8 "+ os 
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but as the ſtanding and municipal law and 
ſtatutes of the nation of the Jews, PE | 


the king as well as the people. 


Now, in whatever age after Maſes. you 


ME will ſuppoſe this book to have been forged, 
it was impoſſible it could be received as 
truth; becauſe it was not then to be found, 
F either in the ark, or with the king, or any 
1 where elſe: For when firſt invented, every 
77 ody muſt know, that _ had never heard 
Pf it before. 


And therefore they kh io itn it 


Wo be the book of their ſtatutes, and the 


tanding law of the land, which they had 


® 8 In along received, and by which they bad 
een governed. 
Could any man, now at pia invent 


book of ſtatutes or acts of parliament for 
ngland, and make it paſs upon the nation 


te only book of ſtatutes that ever they 
ad known? As impoſſible was it for the 
Poks of Moſes (if they were invented in 
Wy 2ge after Moſes) to have been received 

F dr what they deelare themſelves to be, $ 


2. The ſtatutes and municipal law of the 
nation 


1 15 Leſlie on 7 Diifm.. : 


nation bf the Jews: And to have perſuaded 
dhe Jews, that they had owned and acknow- 
ledged theſe books, all along from the days 
of Moſes, to that days in which they were 
firſt invented; that is, that they had owned 
them before they had ever ſo much as heard 
of them. Nay, more, the whole nation 
muſt, in an inſtant, forget their former 
laws and government, if they could receive 
theſe books as being their former laws. 
And they could not otherwiſe receive them, 
becauſe they vouched themſelves ſo to be. 
Let me aſk the Deiſts but one ſhort queſ- 
tion: Was there ever a book of fham-laws, 
1 which were not the laws of the nation, 
2 palmed upon any people, fince the world 
J began? If not, with what face can they ſay 
0 this of the book of laws of the Jews! 
Why will they ſay that of them, which 
they confeſs. impoſſible in uy nation, or 
be any people? | 
But they muſt be yet more vhrckfonable. 4 
Daw the books of Moſes have a further F. 
demonſtration of theirꝭ truth than even 
other law-books have: For they not only i 
>  containffi 
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contain e give an hiſtorical 
account of their inſtitution, and. the prac=. 


kicè of then from" that Ums: As of the 


w — membry of the deattf of the 


rſt-bofn in Egypt *: And that the fame 


day, all the firſt-borh' of Ifrael both of 


man and beaſt, were by” 4 perpetual law, 
dedicated to God: And the Levites taken 
for all the firſt-born of the children of 

That Aaron' s rod which budded, | 
was kbp t in the ark, in memory of the re- 
bellt, and wonderful deſtruction of Ko- 
rah, Dathan, and Abiram; and for the 
confirmation of the prieſthood to the tribe 
of Levi. As likewiſe the pot of manna, 


in memory of their having been fed with it 


forty years in the wildernefs. That the 


W brazen ſerpent was kept (which remained 
to the days of Hezekiah, 2 Kings xviis. 4.) 
"A Bu memory of that wonderful deliverance, 
1 by only looking upon it, from the biting 
of the fiery ſerpents. Num. xxi. 9. The 


| feaſt of Pentecoft, in — of the dread- 


. Nunbes viii. 17, 18. 


ful 
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ful apPAarance of God upon Mount Horeh, 
Ec. 1 i A ER 1 1 
And babes theſe remembrances of par- 
ticular actions and occurrences, there were 
other ſolemn inſtitutions in memory of 
their, deliverance out of Egypt, in the 
general, which included all the erbeten 
As of the Sabbath, Deut. v. Their 
daily ſacrifices, and yearly i their 
new moons, and ſeveral feaſts and faſts. 
So that there were yearly, monthly, weekly, 
daily remembrances and MOU: of 
theſe things. py | 
And not only ſo, but the ks of the 
ſame Moſes tell us, that a particular tribe 
(of Levi) was rene and conſecrated 
by God, as his prieſts; by whoſe hands, 
and none other, the ſacrifices of the people 
were to be offered, and theſe ſolemn inſti- 
tutions to be celebrated. That it was 
death. for any other to approach the altar. 
That their high prieſt wore a glorious mi- 
tre, and magnificent robes of God's own 
contrivance, with the miraculous Urim and 
»Thummim in bis. „* whence the 
divine 
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Arise reſponſes were given. That at N 
his word, the king and all the people were 
to go out, and to come in. That theſe 
Levites were likewiſe the chief judges, 
even in all civil cauſes, and that it was 
death to reſiſt their ſentence f. Now when- 


HO 4 :: 


„er it can be ſuppaſed that theſe books of 

ic | 4 Moſes were forged in ſome ages aſter Moſes, 
1 it is impoſſible they could have been re- 
8. py, 


ceived as true, unleſs the forgers could have 
made the whole nation believe, that they 
ad received theſe books from their fathers; 
Had been inſtructed in them when they 
ere children, and had taught them to their 


be Whildren; moreover, that they had all been 
ed f Wircumciſed, and did circumciſe their 
Is, | Wbildren, in purſuance to what was com- 
ple Panded in theſe books: That they had ob- 
ti- red the yearly paſſover, the weekly 
vas 9 bbath, the new moons, and all theſe 


Poeeral feaſts, faſts, and ceremonies com- 


* pnded in _ theſe books: : That they had 


* Numbers xxvii. 21. f Deus ol FO 
1 Chrop. xxiii. As 


never 


as 


16 . Lene . 


never eaten any ſwines fleſh, or other meats 
prohibited in theſe boeks: That they had 
a magnificent tabernacle, with a viſible 
 Prieſthood'to adminiſter in it, which was | 2 
confined to the tribe of Levi; over whom 
was placed a glorious high-prieft, cloathed 
with great and mighty prerogatives: whoſe 
death only could deliver thoſe that were 
| fled to the cities of refuge *. And that 
theſe prieſts | were their ordinary. judges, 
even in civil matters: I ſay; was it poſſible * 
to, have perſuaded a whole nation oſ men, | 
that they had known and practiſed all theſe 
things, if they had not done it? or, ſe-· 
condly, to have received a book for truth, * 
which ſaid they had practiſed them, andi 
appealed to that practice? So that here are 
the third and fourth of the marks above- FS 
mentioned. „% PI 474: 4: 
But now let us deſcend to hs utmoſil 3 | 
degree of ſuppoſition, viz. That theſe I 
things were practiſed, before, theſe books 
of Moſes were forged ; and that thoſe book 
did only impoſe upon the nation, in making 


* Nambers xxxv. 25, 28. 


them * 


nem believe, char eh had ws Ankle oB 
ervances uin memory of ſueh and ſth 
hirigs, as were inſerted in thoſe hooks: 


dition; | (however groundleſs) and now, 
{1Þ not the ſame inipoſſibilities occurl as 

n the former caſe? For, firſt; this muſt 
ppoſe that the Jews kept all theſe 6b. 
that 1 vances in memory of nothing, or with= 
ges, ut knowing any thing of their original, 
ible the reaſon wh they kept them. Where 
nen, theſe very obſervances did expreſs the 


heſe round and reafon' of their being kept, 248 
ſe- ö e Paſſover, in memory of s paſting 


and 


er the children of the Iſraelites, - in that 
6 wherein he ſlew all che nen of 
e are Neypt, and ſo of the reſt .. 
ove· But, ſecondly, let us ſuppoſe! conmaty 
1 VB to reaſon and matter of fact, that the 
ws did not know any reaſon at all why 
y kept theſe obſervances; yet was it 
ele te put it upon them. That they 
J kept theſe obſervances in memory of 
hat they had never heard of before that 
f 4 17 benſcever: you will ſuppoſe: that 
then | _ theſe 


moſt i 
theſe 
ook 
book 
akingl 


Well then, let us 'proceed upon this ſup- WA, 


20 Leſlie on Dein. 
theſe books of Moſes were firſt forged? 
For example, fuppoſe.I, ſhould: now forge 
ſome romantic ſtory, of ſtrange things done 
a thouſand: years ago, and in confirmation | 
of this, ſhould endeavour - to perſyade the + 
Chriſtian world; that they had all along. 
from that day to; chis, kept the fieſt day o 
the week in memory of ſuch an hero, an 
Appellenjus, a Bareoſbas, or a Mahemet ; 
and had all been baptized ia his name; and 

book, (Which i had then foxged, and which 
they never ſaw before) in their public judi - 
catures : that this book was their goſpel 
and law, which they had ever ſince that time, 
theſe thouſand years paſt, univexſally re- 
ceived and owned, and none other. I would A 
aſk any Deiſt, whether he thinks it poſſible Bl 
that ſuch a cheat could paſs, or ſuch 4 
legend be received as the goſpel of Chriſ- Wl 
zians z- and that they could he made believe 
that they never had any other goſpel 2 The 
ſame reaſon, is as to the books of ;:Mofes 3 
and muſt be, as to every matter of fact, 
which has all the four marks before men- 
tioned ; i 


Leſlie om Des/m, 1 
lioned; and theſe! marks fecure any ſuch 
natter of fact as much from being invented 
d impoſed in any after ages, as at the 
me when fuch tet of fact! ay 4 
hc Sedoge?! ie 
Let me give one ry tewilkar bmi 
ore in chis caſe. There is the Stonehenge 
Saliſbury-plain, every body knows it; 
a yet nene knows the reaſon why thoſe 
F breat ſtones were ſet th won or * p 
4 in memory of what. e ee | 
Now ſappoſe I ſhould . a N to- 
Worrow, and tell there, That theſe ſtones 
Pere ſet up by Hercules, Polyphemus, or 
WS aragantua, in memory of ſuch and fuch 
4 their actions. And for a further con- 
mation of this, ſhould ſay in this book, 
; ' bat it was wrote at the time when ſuch 
ions were done, and by the very actors 
Nenmſelves, or eye witneſſes: And that 
„ is book had been received as truth; and 
ſhe Poted by authors of. the greateſt reputa- 
1 1 Pn in all ages finde. Moreover: that this 
a&, Po was well known in England, and en- 
3 ined by act of parliament to be taught 
| : our 
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22 Leſlie on Den | | 
our children? and that / we did WY it to 


our children, and had been taught it our- 
ſeves ben we were children. aſk any 


Deiſt, whether he, thinks this could -paſk 


upon England? And whether, if- L, or any 


other ſhould! inſiſt upon it, we ſhould not, 


inſtead of mne believed, Be ſent, tg Bed- 


lam? N 45 ; er nt 


oY Now let us comma die with- Fac — 9 
henge, as I may call it, or, twelve great 
ſtones ſet up at Gilgal, which is told in the 


fourth chapter of Joſhua. There it is ſaid, 


verſe 6, that the reaſon why they were ſai 


up, was, that when. their children, in after 
ages, ſhould aſk the meaning of it, it mould 
be told them. hi 2121-10 

And the thing in memory af which, they 
were ſet up, was ſuch as could not-poſſibly 


be impoſed upon that nation, at that time 
when it was ſaid to be done, it was as 
wonderful and miraculous as their me 95 


rough the Red Se. tie 

And withal, free from a very poor as 
jection, which the Deiſts have advanced 
againſt that miracle of the Red Sea: think- 


ing 
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ing to ſalve it by a ſpring-tide; with the 
concurrence of a- ſtrong wind, happening 
at the ſame time; which left the ſand ſo 
dry, as that the Iſraelites being all foot, 
might paſs through the oozy places and 
holes, which jit muſt be ſuppoſed" the ſea 
left behind it: but that the Egyptians, 
being all horſe and chariots, ſtuck in thoſe 
noles, and were entangled, ſo as that the7 
could not march ſo faſt as the Ifraclites'! 
and that this was all the meaning of its 
being ſaid, that God took off their (the - 
W Egyptians) chariot wheels, that they-drove 
them heavily. So that they would .make 
nothing extraordinary, at leaſt, noting 
| miraculous, in all this action. | 
This is advanced in Le Clerc's Diſſerta- 
tions upon Geneſis, lately printed in Hol- 
land, and that part with others of the like 
tendency, endeayouring to reſolve other 
miracles, as that of Sodom and Gomorrah, 
Kc. into the mere natural cauſes, are put 
into Engliſh by the well-known T. Brown, 
for the edification of the Deiſts in England. 


"wi 
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But theſe, gentlemen have forgot, that 
whe Iſraelites had great herds of many thou 
ſand cattle with them; which would be 
apter to ſtray, and fall into thoſe holes and 
oozy places in the ſtrand, than horſes with 
riders, who might direct them. 

But ſuch precarious and filly ſuppoſes 
are not worth the anſwering. If there had 
been no more in this paſſage through the 
Red Sea than that of a ſpring tide, &c. wy 
it had been impoſſible for Moſes to have 
made the Ifraclites believe that relation . 
given of it in Exodus, with ſo many parti- 4 
- culars, which themſelves ſaw to be true. 
And all choſe ſcriptures which magnify 
this action, and appeal to it as a full de- 
monſtration of the miraculous power of 
God, muſt be reputed as romance or Wl 
legend. i 
I fay this, for the ſake of fone Chriſ- "FM 
tians, who think it no prejudice to the ll 
truth of the Holy Bible, but rather an ad- 
vantage, as rendering it more eaſy to be 
believed, if they can ſolve whatever ſeerns: i 
miraculous in it, by the power of ſecond i 

cauſes” 


3 
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W cauſes: and ſo to make all, as they ſpeak; 
natural and caſy: Wherein; if they colt” 
prevail, the natural and eafy reſult woiltd” 
be, not to believe one word ein all thioſe- 
W ſacred - oracles. For if things be not as 
a they are told in any relation, that relation 
muſt be falſe. And iff falſe in part, we 
: cannot truſt to it, e in ens of ker, 
| * part. HT 
5 p Here: are to be edeepesd mif-tranſlatibns 
and errors, either in copy or in preſs. 
3 But where there is no room for ſuppoſing 
of theſe; as where all copies do agree; 28 
1 muſt either receive att, or: reject all. . 
1 mean in any book that pretends to be 11 5 
en from the mouth of God. For in other 
Eommon hiſtories, we may W N part, . 
Ind reject part, as we ſee cauſe. - 
_ But to return. The paffige of the . 
Wactites over Jordan, in m nemory ' of which 
* pole ſtones" at Gilgal were ſet ups is free | 
q om all 'thoſe little carpings before- men- | 
ned, chat are made as to the paſſage | 
rough the Red Sea. For notice was 
3 ven to 580 Iſraelites the day before, of this 


7 great 
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great miracle to be done. Joſh. iii. 5. le 
Was done at noon- day, before the whole 
| nation, And when the, waters of Jordan 
were divided, it was not at any low ebb, 
but at the time when that river overflowed 
all his banks, ver. 15, And it was done, 
not by winds, or in length of time, which 
winds muſt take to do it: but all on the 
; ſudden, as ſoon as the feet of the prieſts. 
«« that bare the ark were dipped in the 
«© brim of the water, then the waters Which 
ce came down from above, ſtood and roſe ſ 
ee up upon an heap, very far from the city 
* Adam, that i is beſide Zaretan : and thoſe. 
0 that came down toward the ſea of the = 
00 plain, even the ſalt ſea, failed, and were = 
« cut off: and the people> paſſed over, 
« right againſt Jericho. The. prieſts ſtood. 
in the midſt of Jordan, till all the armies 
of Iſrael had paſſed over. And it came 
« to paſs, when the prieſts that bare the il 
« ark of the covenant of the Lord were 
come up, out of the midſt of Jordan, e 
« and the ſoles of the prieſts' feet were 
lift up upon che dry land, that the waters 
of 
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of Jordan returned unto their place, and 
flowed over all his banks as they did 
before. And the people came out of 
Jordan, on the tenth day of the firſt 
month, and encamped in Gilgal on the 
eaſt border of Jericho, and thoſe twelve 
ſtones which they took out of Jordan, 
W- did Joſhua pitch in Gilgal. And he 
ſpake unto the children of Iſrael, ſaying, 
When your children ſhall aſk their fathers _ 
in time to come, ſaying, what mean theſe - 
: « ſtones? Then ſhall ye let your children 
WW know, ſaying, Iſrael came over this Jor- 
dan on dry land. For the Lord your 
AE God dried up the waters of Jordan from 
before you, until ye were paſſed over; 
as the Lord your God did to the Red Sea, 
91 which he dried up from before us, until 
ve were gone over. That all the people 
e of the carth might know the hand of 
the Lord, that it is mighty: that ye 
night fear the Lord yaur God for ever.“ 
hap. iv. from ver. 1. 
REF If the paſſage over the Red 355. bad 
7 een only taking advantage of a ſpring tide, 
3 Ae: or 


. 
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or the like, how would this teach all. the 
people of the earth, that the hand of the 
Lord was mighty? How would-a thing no 
more remarkable have been taken notice of 
through all the world? How would it have 
taught Iſrael to fear the Lord, when they 
muſt know, that notwithſtanding. of all 
theſe big wards, there was ſo little 1 in it! 
How could they have believed, or received 

a book, as truth, which they knew, told 
the matter ſo far otherwiſe from what it was? 
But, as I ſaid, this paſſage over Jordan, 
which is here compared to that of the Red 
Sea, is free from all thoſe cavils that are 
made, as to that of the Red Sea, and is a 
further atteſtation to it, being ſaid to be 
done in the ſame manner as was that of the a 

Red Sea. | 

Now, to form our argument, los us ſup- 
poſe, that there never was any ſuch thing 
as that paſſage over Jordan. That theſe 

ſtones at Gilgal were ſet up upon ſome other 
occaſion, in ſome aſter age. And then, 
that ſome deſigning man invented this book 
of Joſhua, and ſaid, that it was wrote by 

5 Joſhua 
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Joſhua at that time. And gave this ſtonage 
at Gilgal for a teſtimony of the truth of it. 
Would not every body ſay to him, we know 
he ſtonage at Gilgal, but we never heard be- 
fore of this reaſon for it? Nor of this book vf 
Joſhua? Where has it been all this while? 
And where, and how came you, after ſo 
many ages, to find it? Beſides, this book 
W tells us, that this paſſage over Jordan was 
75 | ordained to be taught our children, from 
gage to age: and therefore, that they were 
always to be inſtructed in the meaning of 
W  thattonage at Gilgal, as a memorial of it. 
But we were never taught it, when we were 
9 children; nor did ever teach our children 
7 any ſuch thing. And it is not likely that 
£ | could have been forgotten, while ſo remark- 
7; able a ſtonage did continue, which was ſet 
1 up for that and no other end! 
N Aud if, for the reaſons before given, no 
1 | ſuch impoſition could be put upon us as to- 
5 the ſtonage in Saliſbury-plain; how muck: 
"oy teſs could it be to the ſtonage at Gilgal ? 
. And if where we know not the reaſon of 
a bare naked monument, ſuch a ſham rea- 
ſon cannot be impoſed, how much more is 
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it impoſſible to impoſe upon us in actions | 
and obſervances, which we celebrate in me- 
mory of particular paſſages? How impoſ- 
ſible to make us forget thoſe paſſages which 


that we had always kept ſuch inſtitutions 
in memory of what we never heard of be- 
fore; that is, that we knew it; before v we 
| knew it 1 8 


— GAL . ns 4 


| impoſition to be put upon us, even in ſome 


before- mentioned; how much more impoſ- 
ſible is it, that any deceit ſhould be in that 


ſhew, that as in the matters of fact of 


meet in the matters of fact, which are re- 


we daily commemorate; and perſuade us, 


And if we find it thus impoible for an 


things which have not all the four marks 


thing where all the four marks do meet! 

This has been ſhewed in the firſt place, 
as to the matters of fact of Moſes. 
2. Therefore I come now (ſecondly) to 


Mofes, fo likewiſe all theſe four marks do 


corded in the Goſpel of our bleſſed Saviour. 
And my work herein will be the ſhorter, 
becauſe all that is ſaid before of Moſes and 


his books, is every way as applicable to 
Chriſt 
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s Chriſt and his Goſpel. His works and his ; 
— miracles are there ſaid to be done publicly Y 
. in the face of the world, as he argued to 
h nis accuſers, I ſpake openly to the world, 
8, - © and in ſecret have I ſaid nothing,“ John 
18 xviii. 20. It is told, Acts ji. 41, that 
— three thouſand at one time; and, Acts iv. 
ve 4, that above five thouſand at another time, 
= were converted, upon conviction of what 
in themſelves had ſeen, what had been done 
ae publicly before their eyes, wherein it was“ 
s impoſſible to have impoſed upon them. 
ſ- Therefore here were the two firſt of the 
at rules before- mentioned. 
Then for the two tho Baptiſm and 
e, the Lord's Supper were inſtituted as per- 
petual memorials of theſe things; and they 
to _ . were not inſtituted in after ages, but at the 
of very time when theſe things were ſaid to 
do de done; and have been obſerved without 
e- interruption, in all ages though the whole 
r. Chriſtian world, down all the way from 
er, that time to this. And Chriſt himſelf did 
1d _  ordain apoſtles and other minifters of his 


Goſpel, to. preach and adminiſter the ſa- 
C4 craments; 
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eraments; and to govern his church: and 
that always, even unto the end of the 
world *. Accordingly. they have continued 
by regular ſucceſſion, to this day: and, no 
doubt, ever ſhall, While the earth ſhall laſt. 
So that the Chriſtian clergy are as notorious 
a matter of fact, as the tribe of Levi among 
the Jews. And the Goſpel is as much a 
law to the Chriſtians, as the hook of Moſes 
to the Jews: and it being part of the mat- 
ters of fact related in the; Goſpel, that ſuch 
an order of men were appointed by Chriſt, 
and to continue to the end of the world; 
conſequently, if the Goſpel was a fiction, 
and invented (as it muſt be) in ſome ages 
after Chriſt; then, at that time when it 
was firſt invented, there could be no ſuch 
order of clergy, as derived themſelves from 
the inſtitution of Chriſt; which muſt give 
the lye to the Goſpel, and demonſtraꝶ the 
whole to be falſe. And the matters of 
fact of Chriſt being preſſed to be true, no 


otherwiſe than as there was at that time 


(whenever the Deiſts will ſuppoſe the 


25 Matthew xyiii. 20. 


31 Goſpel 
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Gofpel to be forged) not only public ſacra-- 
ments-of Chriſt's inſtitution, but an. order- 
of clergy, likewiſe of. his appointment to 


adminiſter them: and it being impoſſible: 


there could be any ſuch things before they 


were invented, it is as impoſſible that they 


ſhould be. received when invented. And: 


therefore, by what was ſaid above, it: was as 


impoſſible to have impoſed upon mankind: 


in this matter, by inventing of it in after- 
ages, as at the time when thoſe things were: 
ſaid to be done. 


3. The matters of fact of Mahomet, or 
what is fabled of the deities, do all want 
ſome of the aforeſaid four rules, whereby 
the certainty of matters of fact is demon- 


| ſtrated. Firſt, for Mahomet, he pretended: 


to no miracles, as he tells-us in his Alcoran, 
c. 6, &c. and thoſe which are commonly. 


told of him paſs among the Mahometans 
bs | themſelves, but as legendary fables :. and, as 
8 fuch, are rejected by the:wife and learned. 
among them; as the legends of their ſaints. 


are in the church of Rome. See Dr. Pri- 


deaux his Life of Mahomet, page 44. 


* 
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But, in the next place, thoſe which are 
told of him, do all want the two firſt rules 
before- mentioned. For his pretended con- 
verſe with the moon: his merſa, or nigkt 
journey from Mecca to Jeruſalem, and 
thence to heaven, &c. were not performed 
before any body. We have only his own 
word for them. And they are as groundlefs 
as the delufions of the Fox or Muggleton 
among ourſelves. The ſame is to be ſaid 
(in the ſecond place) of the fables of the 
heathen gods, of Mercury's ſtealing ſheep, 
"Jupiter's turning himſelf into a bull, and 
the like; beſides the folly and-unworthinefs 
of fuch ſenſeleſs pretended miracles. And 
moreover the wiſe among the heathen did 
reckon no otherwife of theſe but as fables, 
which had a mythology, or myſtical meaning 
in them, of which ſeveral of them have 
given us the rationale or explication. | And 
it is plain enough that Ovid meant no other 
by all his Metamorphoſes. 0 

It is true, the heathen deities had their 
prieſts: they had like wife feaſts, games, and 
other public inſtitutions in memory of them. 


5 | But 
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But all theſe want the fourth mark, viz. 
that ſuch prieſthood and inſtitutions ſhould: 
| commence from the time that ſuch things as 
they commemorate were ſaid to be done: 
otherwiſe they cannot ſecure after ages from 
the impoſture, by detecting it, at the time 
when firſt invented, as hath been argued 
before: But the Bacchanalia, and other 
heathen feaſts, were inſtituted many 8 
after what was reported of theſe gods was 
ſhid' to be done; and therefore can be no 
proof. And the prieſts of Bacchus, Apollo, 
&ec: were not ordained” by theſe ſuppoſed 
gods: but were appointed by others, in aſter 
ages, only in honour to them. And therefore: 
theſe orders of prieſts are no evidence to the 
matters of fact which are ee we Their 
gods. „„ 
IV. Now to ty 4 what has been ſaid; 
'You- may challenge all the Deiſts in the 
= world to ſhew any action that is fabulous, 
vhich has all the four rules or marks before- 
mentioned. No, it is impoſſible: And (to 
reſume a little what is ſpoke to before}: the 
hiſtories of Exodus and the goſpel: never 
N 1 6. could 
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could have been received, if they . net 
been true; becauſe the . of. the 
prieſthood. of Levi, and of Chriſt; of the 
Sabbath, the Paſſover, of Circ cumciſion, of 
Baptiſm, and the Lord 8 Supper, &c. are 
there related, as deſcending all the way 
down from thoſe times, without interrup- 
tion. And it is full as impoſſible to perſuade 
men that they had been circumciſed or bap- 
tized, had circumcifed or baptized their 
children, celebrated paſſovers, ſabbaths, ſa- 
craments, &c. under the government and 
adminiſtration of a certain order of , prieſts, 
if they had done none of theſe things, as 
ro make them believe that they had gone 
through ſeas upon dry land, ſeen the dead 
raifed, &c. And without beliey ing theſe, it 
was impoſſible that either the law or the 
golpel cavld hays been received. 
And the truth of the matters of f fa of 
Exodus | and the goſpel, being no qtherwi 
preſſed upon, men, than as they have prac- 
tiſed ſuch puhlic inflitutions,/it 1 is appealing 
to the ſenſes of mankind for the truth of 
them; and makes; it ippoſſible for any. to 
Rae invented f ſuch Kpries in after ages, 
| 1 without 
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Without a palpable detection of the cheat 
when firſt invented; as impoſlible as to have 
impoſed upon the ſenſes of mankind, at the 
time when ſuch public matters of * were 
ſaid to be done. 

V. I do not ſay, that every a ahh 
wants theſe four marks is falſe: but, that 
nothing can be falſe, which has them all.. 

I haveno manner of doubt that there was 
ſuch a man as Julius Cæſar, that he fought 
at Pharſalia, was killed in the ſenate-houſe, 
and many other matters of fact of ancient 
times, though we keep no n obſeryances 
in memory of them. 

But this ſhews that the matters of fact of 
Moſes and of Chriſt, have come down to 
us better guarded than any other matters of 
| fact, how true ſogyer. 

E And yet our Deiſts, who would laugh any 
man out of the world as an irrational brute, 
that ſhould offer to deny Cæſar or Alex 
anger, Homer or Virgil, their public works 
and actions, do, at the ſame time, value 
themſelves as the only men af wit and ſenſe, 
* bie generous and did Judgments 
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for ridiculing the hiſtories of Mofes and 
Chriſt, that are infinitely better atteſted, 


and guarded with infallible rinks, n 


8 7343 


the others want. db . 

VI. Beſides that the incubate of the 
| fubject would oblige all men to enquire more 
narrowly into the one than the other: for 
what conſequence is it to me, or to the 
world, whether there was ſuch a man as 
Cæſar, whether he beat, or was beaten' at 
Pharſalia, whether Homer or Virgil wrote 
ſuch books, and whether what is related in 
the Iliads or Æneids be true or falſe? It is 
not two pence up or dewn to any man in 


the world. And therefore it is worth no 
man's while to enquire into it, either to op- 
Poſe or juſtify the truth of theſe relations. 


But our very ſouls and bodies, both this 
life and eternity are concerned in the truth 
of what is related in the holy ſeriptures; 
and therefore men would be more-inquifitive 
to ſearch into the truth of theſe, than of 
any other matters of fact; examine and ſift 
them narrowly ; and find out the deceit, if 


any ſuch. could be found: for it: concerned 


them 


— 
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them: nearly, and was oft the laſt importance | 
How Unteslofblet then is it to gejec theſe 
W of fact, ſo ſifted, ſo examined, and 
fo atteſted as no other matters of fact in the 
world ever were; and yet to think it the 
moſt highly unreafonable, even to madneſs, 
do deny other matters of fact, which have 
not the thouſandth part of their- evidence, 
and are of no conſequence at all 1 us Wes 
ther true or falſe ? 
VII. There are ſeveral Amer e 0 
whence the truth of the Chriſtian religion 
is evinced to all who will judge by reaſon, 
and give themſelves leave to conſider. As 
the improbability that ten or twelve poor 
ifliterate fiſhermen ſhould form a defign of 
converting the whole world to believe their 
deluſions; and the impoſſibility of their ef- 
fecting it, without force of arms, learning, 
oratory, or any one viſible thing that could 
recommend them And to impoſe a doctrine 
quite oppoſite to the luſts and pleaſures- of 
men, and all worldly advantages or enjoy- 
ments? And this in an age of fo great learn- 
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ing and ſagacity as that herein the goſpel 
was firſt preached! That theſe apoſtles ſhould 
not only undergo all the ſcorn and contempt, 
but the ſevereſt perſecutions and moſt cruel 
deaths that could be inflicted, in atteſtation 
to what themſelves knew to be a mere de- 

ceit and forgery of their own contriving ! 
Some have ſuffered for errors which they 
thought to be truth, but never any for what 
themſelves knew to be lies. And the apoſtles 
muſt know what they taught to be lies, if it 
was ſo, becauſe they ſpoke of thoſe things 
which they ſaid they had both ſeen and heard, 
had looked upon and; handled with their 
Hands, Se., 

Neither ean it be, that they, a. 
might | have propoſed ſome temporal advan- 
tages to themſelves, but miſſed of them, and. 
met with ſufferings inſtead of them : for,.if 
it had been fo, it is more than probable, 
that when they ſaw their diſappointment, 
they would have diſcovered their confpiracy; 
eſpecially when they . not have only 
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faved their. lives, but got great rewards for 
q doing of it. That not one of them ſhould 
ever have been brought, to do this. 
But this. is not all: for they tell us that 
their Maſter bid them expect nothing but 
ſufferings i in this world. This is the tenure 
of that Goalp pel which they taught; and they 
told the — to all whom they n 
So that here was no diſappointment. | 
For allithat were converted by them 3 
cap upon the certain expectation of 
ſufferings, andebidden prepare for it. Chriſt 
commanded his. diſciphes: to take up their 
croſs daily, and follow him; and told them, 
that in the world they ſhould have tribula- 
tion; that whoever did not forſake father, 
mother, wife, children, lands, and; their very 
lives, could not be chis diſciples; that he 
who ſought to ſave this) life in, vin; . 
ſhould loſe it in the net. 
. Now that this deſpiſed n of he 
| croſs ſhould prevail ſo. univerſally againſt 
the allurements of fleſh and blood, and all 
the blandiſhments of this world; againſt the 
rage and perſecution of all the kings and 
F powers 
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powers of the earth, muſt ſhew its original 
to be divine, and its protector almighty, 
What is it elſe could conquer without arms, 
perſuade without rhetoric; overcome ene- 
mies; diſarm tyrants; and ſubdue 8 0 

without oppoſition! Mee 
VIII. We may add to all this, the teſti- 
monies of the moſt bitter enemies and per- 
ſecutors of chriſtianity, both Jews and Gen- 
tiles, to the truth of the matter of fact of 
Chriſt, ſuch as Joſephus and Tacitus ; of 
which the firſt flouriſhed about forty years 
after the death of Chriſt, and the other abont 
ſeventy years after: ſo that they were capa- 
- ble of examining into the truth, and wanted 
not prejudice and malice ſufficient to have 
"inlined them to deny the matter of fact it- 
ſelf of Chriſt : but their confeſſing to it, as 
likewiſe Lucian, Celſus, Porphyry, and Ju- 
lian the apoſtate ; the Mahometans ſince, 
and all other enemies of chriſtianity that 
have ariſen in the world, is an undeniable 
atteſtation to the truth of the matter of fact. 
IX. But there is another argument more 
Rrong and convincing than even this matter 


of 
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of fact; more than the certainty of what 1 
ſee with my eyes; and which. the: apoſtle 
Peter called a more ſure word, that is proof, 


than what he ſaw and heard upon the Holy 
Mount, when our bleſſed Saviour was tranſ- 


figured before him and two other of the 
apoſtles: for having repeated that paſſage 
as a proof of that whereof they were eye 
witneſſes, and heard the voice from heaven 
giving atteſtation to our Lord Chriſt, 2 Pet. 
i. 16, 17, 18. he ſays, verſe 19, * We have 
*« alſo a more ſire word of prophecy," for 
the proof of this Jeſus being the Meſſiah, 


that is, the prophecies which had gone be- 


fore of him from the beginning of the _ 
and all exactly fulfilled in him. 

Men may diſpute an impoſition or 4 
ſion upon our out ward ſenſes. But how that 


can be falſe, which has been ſo long, even 


from the beginning of the world; and ſo 


often by all the prophets-in ſeveral ages fore- 


told; how can this be an — or a 
forgery? 


This is a inſiſted on-in the Me- 
thod with the Jews, And even the Deifts 
- muſt 
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xl. and confider the prophecies:given ſo long 
ago, of which they ſee the fulfilling at this 


\ 
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th confeſs, that that book we 1 the Ola 
 Teſtamens;-was in being in the hands of the 
\ Jews long before our Saviour came into the 
- world. - And if they will be at the pains to | 
compare the prophecies that are there of the 
Meſſiah, with the fulfilling of them, as to 
time, place, and all other eircumſtances | 
in the perſon, birth, life, death, reſurrec- 
tion and aſeenſion of our blefſed Saviour, 
- will find this ptoof what our apoſtle here 
calls it, “a light ſhining in à dark place, 
until the day dawn, andithe day- ſtar ariſe 
% in your hearts.” Which God grant. 
Here is no poſſibility of deceit: oritmpofture. 
Old prophecies ſ and all ſo agreeing) could 
not have been centrived to countenance a 
new cheat: and nothing could be a cheat, 
that could fulfil all theſe. 

For this therefore I ren the Deiſts to the 

Method with the Jews. | 
I defire them likewiſeto wok SING fect. 


day with their own eyes, of the ſtate of the 
Jews for many ages paſt and at preſent, 
without 


| heaven, 


cution of men and hell 
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without a king or, prieſt, or temple, or ſa- 
cri fice, ſcattered: to the four winds, ſifted as 
with a ſieve, among all nations; yet pre- 1 
ſerved; and always:ſo to be, a diſtin& people 
from all others of the whole earth. Whereas 
thoſe mighty monarchies which oppreſſed 
the Jews, and which commanded the world 
in their turns, andi had ethe greateſt human 
proſpect: of perpetuity, were to be extin- 
guiſhed, as they have been, even that their 
names ſhould be blotted out from under 
A likewiſe, tha as: „ of our 
bleſſed Saviour, concerning the preſervation 
and progreſs of the Chriſtian church, when in 
her ſwaddling cloaths, conſiſting only of a 
few poor fiſhermen. Not by the ſword, as 
that of Mahomet, but under all the perſe- 
which yet ſhould- 
not prevail againſt her. 
But though I offer theſe, as not del he 


| lighted. by the Deiſts, to which they can 
ſhew nothing equal in all prophane hiſtory, 


and in which it is impoſſible any cheat can 
lie; yet I put them not upon the ſame foot 
EO WM 
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as the prophecies before · mentioned of the 


marks and coming of the Meſſiah, which 


have been ſince the world began. 


And that general expectation of the whole | 


earth, at the time of his coming, inſiſted 


upon in the method with Og Jews, ſect. 5. * 


is greatly to be noticed : 


But, I ſay, the bing 3 off 


our Saviour are ſo ſtrong a proof, as even 


miracles would not be ſuſkcient to break 


their authority. 


'T mean, if it were poſſible that 3 a true 


miracle could be wrought, in contradiction 
to them: for that would be or 'God to con- 
tradict himſelf. 


But no ſign or wonder, that could poſſibly 


be ſolved, ſhould ſhake this evidence. 


It is this that keeps the Jews in their ob- 


ſtinacy ; though they cannot deny the mat- 


ters of fact done by our bleſſed Saviour to 
be truly miracles, if ſo done as ſaid. Nor 


can they deny that they were ſo done, be- 
cauſe they have all the four marks before- 
mentioned. Yet they cannot yield! Why? 
Becauſe they think that the Goſpel is in 
= contra- 
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ben to the law; which, if it were, 
he conſequence. would be unavoidable, that 
both could not be true. To folve this, is 
the buſineſs of the Method with the Jews. 
But the contradiction which they ſuppoſe, 
is in their comments that they put upon the 
law; eſpecially they expect a literal fulfilling 
of thoſe promiſes of the reſtoration of Je- 
ruſalem, and outward glories of the church, 
of which there is ſuch frequent mention in 
the books of Moſes, the Pſalms, and all the 
rophets. And many Chriſtians do expect 
he ID and take thoſe texts as literally as. 
he Jes do. We do believe and pray for 
he converſion of the Jews. For this end 
hey have been ſo miraculouſly preſerved, 
according to the prophecies ſo long before 
of it. And when that time ſhall come, as 
hey are the moſt honourable and ancient of 
all the nations on the earth, ſo will their 
Whurch return to be the mother Chriſtian -_ 
Wchurch as ſhe was at firſt ; and Rome muſt . 
ſurrender to Jeruſalem. Then all nations 


= will low thither; and even Ezekiel's temple 
1 may be literally built there, in the metro- 


polis 
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polis of the whole earthi; which Jeruſalem 
muſt? be, when the fulneſs of the Gentiles 
ſhall. meet with the converfion of the Jews. 
For no nation will then contend with the 
Jews, nor church with Jeruſalem for ſupre- 
macy. All nations wilf be ambitious to 
draw their original from the Jews, « whoſe 
are the fathers; and from whom, as concern- 
ing the fleſh; Chriſt came.“ 
Then will be ful filled that d . 
deur and reſtoration of the Jews and of Je- 
ruſalem, which they cx gp to the 
—— 0 5. 

They pretend obo chat n is Minited. to 
any particular time of the reign of the Meſ- 
ſiah. They are ſure it will not be at the 
beginning; for they expect to go through 
great conflicts and trials with their Meſſiah 
(as the Chriſtian. church has done) before 
his final conqueſt, and that they come to 
reign with him: So that this is-no obſtruc- 
tion to their embracing of chriſtianity. They 
ſee the ſame things ful filled in us, which they 
expect themſelves; and we * the ſame 
things they do. | 

I tell 


1 8 
| 
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1 tell this to the Deiſts, leſt they may 


think that the Jews have ſome ſtronger ar- 


guments than they know of, that they are 
not perſuaded by the miracles of our bleſſed 
Saviour, and by the fulfilling of all the pro- 


phecies in ws that were made coming 


the Meſſiah. 
As I ſaid 1 I would not plead even 


miracles againſt theſe. 


And if this is ſufficient to perſuade a hes 


it is much more ſo to a Deiſt, who labours 


not under theſe objections. _ 

Befdes, I would not ſeem to claſh with 5 
that (in a ſound ſenſe) reaſonable caution 
uſed by Chriſtian writers, not to put the 
iſſue of the truth wholly upon miracles, 
without this addition, when not done in 
contradiction to the revelations already given 
in the holy ſcriptures. 

And they do it upon this confcentiiin. that 
though it is impoſſible to fuppoſe, that God 
would work a real miracle, in contradiction 
to what he has already revealed; yet, men 
may be impoſed upon by falſe and ſceming 
miracles, and pretended revelations, (as 


D chere 
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there are many examples, eſpecially in the 

church of Rome) and ſo may be ſhaken in 
the faith, if they 1 not to the N te 
tures as their rule.ĩ ³i7i 

We are told, > Theft. 1. * afohies-- 
* whoſe coming is after the working of 
* Satan, with all power, and ſigns, and 
« lying wonders.” And Rev. xiii 14, xvi. 
14, and xix. 20, of the devil, and falſe pro- 
phets working miracles. But the word, in 
all theſe places, is only ZEnpiia, Signs, that 
is, as it is rendered, Matt. xxv. 24, which, 
though ſometimes it may be uſed to ſignify 
real miracles, yet not always, not in theſe 
places. For though every miracle be a 
ſign and a wander, yet every mw” or wonder 
ws not a miracle. 

X. Here it may be proper to enger a 
common topic of the Deiſts, Who when they 
are not able to ſtand out againſt the evidence 
of fact, that ſuch and ſuch miracles have 
been done, then turn about, and deny ſuch 
things to be miracles, at leaſt that we can 
never be ſure whether any wonderful thing 
that i is ſhewn to us be a true or a falſe mi- 


racle. 


And | 
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And the great argument they go upon is 
this, that a miracle being that which ex 
what exceeds it, unleſs we knew the utmoſt 


extent of the power of nature; and no man 


pretends to know that, therefore that no 
man can certainly know whether any event 
be miraculous; and, conſequently, he may 
be cheated in his Jon betwixt true n 
falſe miracles. | 
To which. I anſwer, that men may de ſo. 
cheated, and there are many examples of it. 
But that though we may not always know 
when we are cheated, yet we can certainly: 
tell, in many cafes, when we are not cheated. - 
For though we do not know the utmoſt 
extent of the power of nature, perhaps in 
any one thing; yet it does not. follow that 
we know not the nature of any N in ſome 
meaſure; and that certainly too. For ex- 


ample, though I do not know the utmoſt; 


extent of the power of fire, yet 1 certainly 
knew that it 1s the nature of fire to burn; 
and that when proper fuel is ad miniſtered 
to it, it is contrary to the nature of fire not 
D . to 
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to conſume it. Therefore, if I ſee three 


men taken off the ſtreet, in their common 


wearing apparel, and without any prepara- 
tion caſt into the midſt of a burning fiery 


furnace, and that the flame was ſo fierce 


that it burnt up thoſe men that threw them 
in, and yet that theſe who were thrown in 


ſhould walk up and down in the bottom of 


the furnace, and I ſhould ſee a fourth perſon 


with them of glorious appearance, like the 


Son of God. And that theſe men ſhould 
come up again out of the furnace, without 
any harm, or ſo much as the ſmell of fire 
upon themſelves, or their clothes, I could 
not be deceived in thinking that there was 
a ſtop put to the nature of fire, as to theſe 
men; and that it had its effect upon the 
men whom it burned, at the ſame time. 
Again: though I cannot tell how wonder- 
ful and ſudden an increaſe of corn might be 
produced by the concurrence of many cauſes, 
as a warm climate, the fertility of the ſoil, 
&c. yet this I can certainly know, that there 
is not that natural force in the breath of two 


or three words, ſpoken to multiply one 
ſmall 
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fmall loaf of bog ſo faſt, in the breaking 


of it, as truly and really, not only in ap- 
pearance and ſhew to the eye, but to fill the 


bellies of ſeveral thouſand hungry perſons; 
and that the fragments ſhould be much more 


than the bread was at firſt. 


So neither in a word ſpoken, to raiſe the 


= cure diſeaſes, &c. 


Therefore, though we know not hs ut 


oli extent of the power of nature; yet we 


certainly know what is contrary to the na- 


ture of ſeveral ſuch things as we do know. 
And therefore, though we may be cheated, 
and impoſed upon in many ſeeming miracles 


and wonders ; yet there are ſome things 
wherein we may be certain. 


But further, the Deiſts acknowledge a 
| God of an nn Fin who made all 


. 8 . e 


Let they would put it out of his power, 
to make any revelation of his will to man- 
- kind. For if we cannot be certain of any 


miracle, how ſhould we know when God 


ſent any thing nnn to us? 
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Nay, how ſhould we know the ordinary 


power of nature, if we knew not what ex- 


ceeded it? If we know not what is natural, 
how do we know there is ſuch a thing as na- 
ture? That all is not ſupernatural, all mi- 
racles, and ſo diſputable, till we come to 
downright ſcepticiſm, and doubt the cer- 


tainty of our outward ſenſes, whether we ſee; 


hear, or feel; or all be not a miraculous il- 
luſion! 5 

Which, 8 1 know the Deiſts are not 
inclined to do, therefore 1 vill return to 
purſue my argument upon the conviction of 
our outward ſenſes, deſiring only this, that 
they would allow the ſenſes of other men to 
be as certain as their own; which they can- 
not refuſe, ſince without this they c. can have 
no certainty of their u. 

XI. Therefore, from what has "ou fads 
the cauſe is ſummed up ſhortly in this; that 
though we cannot ſee what was done before 


our time, yet by the marks which I have 


laid down concerning the certainty of matters 
of fact done before our time, we may be as 
much aſſured of the truth of them, as if we 
ſaw 


Loeſlie an Dein. | 85 
faw them with our eyes; becauſe whatever 
f * of fact has all the four marks before- 


outward ſenſes of all thoſe who did receive 


it, as before is demonſtrated. And there- 
fore this topic which I have choſen, does 
ſtand upon the conviction even of men's 
outward ſenſes: And fince you have con- 
fined me to one topic, I have not inſiſted 
upon the other, which J have only named. 


mentioned, could neyer have bee invented | 
and received but upon the conviction: of the 


3 


XII. And nov it lies upon the Deiſts, if 


they would appear as men of reaſon, to ſhew 


ſome matter of fact of former ages, which 
they allow to be true, that has greater evi- 


dence of its truth, than the matters of fact 


of Moſes and of Chriſt; otherwiſe they can- 


not, with any ſhew of reaſon, reject the one, 
and yet admit of the other. 


But I have given them greater laritude | 
than this, for I have ſhewn ſuch marks of 


the truth of the matters of act of Moſes and 


of Chriſt; as no other matters of fact of thoſe 


times, however true, have, but theſe only: 
D 4 and 
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and J put it upon them to ſhew any forgery: 
that has all theſe marks. 


This is a ſhort iſſue. Keep them cloſe to 


this. This determines the cauſe all at 
once. | 


Let them produce thetr Apollonius Tya⸗ 5 
næus, whoſe life was put into Engliſh by 


the execrable Charles Blount“, and com- 
pared with all the wit and malice he was 
maſter of, to the life and miracles of our 
bleſſed Saviour. 

The . of that ſcorner, which durſt write ſuch 
outrageous blaſphemy againſt his Maker, the Divine 
Vengeance has made his own executioner. Which 1 
would not have mentioned (becauſe the like judgment 
has befallen others) but that the Theiſtical Club have 
ſerthis up asa principle, and printed a vindication of this 
ſame Blount for murdering of himſelf, by way of juſti- 
fication of ſelf-murder; which ſome of them have ſince, 
as well as formerly, horridly practiſed upon themſeves. 
Therefore this is no common judgment to which they 
are delivered, but a viſible mark ſet upon them, to 
ſhew how far God has forſaken them; and as a caution 
to all Chriſtians, to beware of them, and not to come 
near the tents of thefe wicked men, leſt they periſh ir in 


their ä both of ſoul and body. 
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Let them take aid from all the legends 
in the church of Rome, thoſe pious cheats, 
the ſoreſt diſgraces of Chriſtianity ; and: 


which have bid the faireſt of any one con- 
_ trivance, to overturn the certainty of the 
miracles of Chriſt and his apoſtles, and- 
| whole truth of the Goſpel, by putting them 


all upon the fame foot: at leaſt they are 


fo underftood by the generality of their de- 
votees, though diſowned and laughed at by 


the learned, and men of ſenſe among them. 
Let them pick and chooſe the moſt pro- 
bable of all the fables of the heathen Hei- 


ties, and ſee if they can find in any of 


theſe, the four marks before- mentioned. 


Otherwiſe let them ſubmit to the zee 


gable certainty of the Chriſtian religion. 


X.III. But if, notwithſtanding all that is 
faid, the Deiſts will ſtilt contend that all 


this is but prieſt-craft, the invention of 


prieſts for their own profit, &c. then they 


will give us an idea of prieſts, far different 


from what they intend : for then we muſt 
look upon theſe prieſts, not only as the 
cunningeſt and wiſeſt of mankind, but we 


D 5 mall 
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ſhall be tempted to adore them as Deities, 
who have ſuch power as to impoſe. at their 
pleaſure, upon: the ſenſes of mankind, to 
make them believe that they had practiſed 
ſuch public inſtitutions, enacted them by 
laws, taught them to their children, &c. 
when they had never done any of theſe 
things, or ever ſo much as heard of them 
before: and then, upon the credit of their 
believing that they had done ſuch things as 
they never did, to make them further be- 
lieve, upon the ſame foundation, whatever 
they pleaſed to impoſe upon them, as to 
former ages: I ſay, ſuch a power as this 
muſt exceed all that is human; and conſe- 
- quently make us rank theſe prieſts far above 
the condition of mortals. 

2. Nay, this were to make them outdo 
all that has ever been related of the infernal 
powers: for though their legerdemain has 
extended to deceive ſome unwary beholders, 
and their power of working ſome ſeeming 
miracles has been great, yet it never reached 
nor ever was ſuppoſed to reach ſo far, as 
to deceive the ſenſes of all mankind, in 
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matters of ſuch public and notorious nature 
as thoſe of which we now ſpeak, to make 

them believe, that they had enacted laws 
for ſuch public obſervances, continually 
practiſed them, taught them to their chil- 

dren, and had been inſtructed in them 
themſelves, from their childhood, if they 

had never enacted, practiſed, ach or 
been taught ſuch things. | 

3. And as this exceeds all the power of 

hell and devils, ſo is it more than ever God 
Almighty has done ſince the foundation of 

the world. None of the miracles that he 

has ſhewn, or belief which he has required 

to any thing that he has revealed, has ever 
_ contradicted the outward ſenſes of any one 
man in the world, much leſs of all mankind 
together. For miracles being appeals to 

our outward ſenſes, if they ſhould over- 

throw the certainty of our outward ſenſes, 

muſt deſtroy with it all their own certainty 

as to us; ſince we have no other way to 
judge of .a miracle exhibited to our ſenſes, - 
than upon the ſuppoſition of the. certainty = 
„„ 1 | A Mons of | } 
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of our ſenſes, upon which we give credit 


to a miracle, that is ſhewn to our ſenſes. 

4. This, by the way, is a yet unanſwered 
argument againſt the miracle of tranſub- 
ſtantiation, and ſhews the weakneſs of the 
defence which the church of Rome offers 
for it, (from whom the Socinians have 


licked it up, and of late have gloried much 


in it amongſt us) that the doctrines of the 


Trinity or Incarnation contain as great 
ſeeming abſurdities as that of Tranſubſtan- 
tiation: for I would aſk, which of- our 


ſenſes it is which the doctrines of the Tri- 


nity or incarnation do contradict? Is it our 


ſeeing, hearing, feeling, taſte or ſmell? 
Whereas Tranſubſtantiation does contra- 
dict all of theſe. Therefore the compa- 
riſon is exceedingly ſhort, and out of 
purpoſe. But to return. 
If the Chriſtian religion be a cheat, and 
nothing elſe but the invention of prieſts, 
and carried on by their craft, it makes their 
power and wiſdom greater than that of men, 
angels, or devils; and more than God him- 


belf ever yet ſhewed or expreſſed, to deceive 


and 


DV 
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and impoſe upon the ſenſes of mankind, 
in ſuch public and notorious matters of 


fact. | 5 
XIV. And this miracle, which the Deiſts 
muſt run into to avoid theſe recorded of 
Moſes and Chriſt, is much greater and 
more aſtoniſhing than all ar: Scriptures tell 
of them. N " "ip 
So that theſe men who dnl at all mi- 


racles are now obliged to account for the 
greateſt of all, how the ſenſes of mankind 
could be impoſed upon in ſuch public mat- : 


ters of fact. 


And how then can they make the pries 


the moſt contemptible of all mankind, ſince 
they make them the ſole authors of _ the 


greateſt of miracles ! 
XV. And ſince the Deiſts (theſe men of 


ſenſe and reaſon) have ſo vile and mean an 
idea of the prieſts of all religions, why do 
they not recover the world out of the poſ- 


ſeſſion and government of ſuch blockheads ? 
Why do they fuffer kings and ſtates. to be 
led by them; to eſtabliſh their deceits by 


A — inflict penalties upon the oppo- 
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ſers 8 Let the Deiſts try their 


hands z th 12 have been trying, a and are NON 
buſy about it. And free liberty they have. 


Vet have they not prevailed, nor ever yet 


did prevail in any civilized or generous 
nation. And though they have ſome in- 


roads among the Hottentots, and ſome 


other the moſt brutal part of mankind, 
yet are they ſtill exploded, and prieſts ba 


and do prevail againſt them, among not 
only the greateſt, but beſt. part of the 


world, and the moſt glorious for arts, learn- 
ing and war. 

XVI. For as the devil does ape God, in 
his inſtitutions of religion, his feaſts, ſa- 
crifices, &c., ſo likewiſe in his prieſts, 
without whom no religion, whether true 
or falſe, can ſtand. Falſe religion is but a 
corruption of the true. The true was be- 
fore it, though it be orgs cloſe pn 


4 the heels. 


The revelation de ply Moſes. is. en 
than any hiſtory extant in the heathen 
world. The heathens, in imitation, of him, 
pixzendes likewiſe to their revelations : but 

'F have 


= 


ef 
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1 have given thoſe marks which diſtinguiſh 
them from the true: none of them. have 


thoſe four marks before-mentioned. 


Now the Deiſts think all revelations to 
be equally pretended, and a cheat; and 


the prieſts of all religions to be the ſame 


contrivers and jugglers ; and therefore they 
proclaim war equally againſt all, and are 
equally engaged to bear the brunt of all. _ 

And if the conteſt be only betwixt the 


Deiſts and the prieſts, which of them are 


the men of the greateſt -parts and ſenſe, 
let the effects determine it; and let the 


Deiſts yield the victory to their conquerors, 


who by their own confeſſion carry all the 


world before them. : 

XVII. If the Deiſts ſay, that this. is be- 
cauſe all the world are blockheads, as 
well as thoſe prieſts who govern them ; 
that all are blockheads except the Deiſts, 
who vote themſelves only to be men of 
ſenſe; this (beſides the -madeſty of it) 
will ſpoil their great and beloved topic, 


in behalf of what they call Natural Reli- 

gion, againſt the Revealed, viz. appealing 

to the common reaſon of -mankind:: this 
they 
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64 rr Deiſu. 
they ſet up againſt revelation; think this 
to be ſufficient for all the uſes of men, 


here or hereafter, (if there be any after ſtate). 
and therefore that there is no uſe of reve- 


lation: This common reaſon they advance 


as infallible, at leaſt as the ſureſt guide, 
yet now cry out upon it, when it turns 
againſt them; when this common reafon 
runs after revelation, (as it always has done) 
then common reaſon is a beaſt, and we 
muſt look for reaſon, not from the common 
ſentiments of mankind, but only among 
the beaux, the Deiſts. 


XVIII. Therefore, if the Deiſts 69055 


avoid the mortification (which will be very 


uneaſy to them) to yield and ſubmit to be 


ſubdued and hewed down before the prieſts, 
whom of all mankind they hate and deſ- 
piſe; if they would avoid this, let them 
confeſs, as the truth is, that religion is no 
invention of prieſts, but of divine original; 
that prieſts were inſtituted by the ſame 
Author of religion; and that their order is 


a perpetual and living monument of the 
matters of fact of their religion, inſtituted 


from the time that ſuch matters of fact were 


ſaid 


— 
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ſaid to be done, as the Levites from Moſes, 


the Apoſtles ind ſucceeding Clergy from 


_ Chriſt, to this day; that no heathen 


prieſts can ſay the ſame; they were not 
appointed by the gods whom they ſerved, 
but by others in after ages; they cannot 


ſtand the teſt of the four rules before- men- 
| tioned, which the Chriſtian prieſts can do, 
and they only. | Now the Chriſtian prieſt- 


hood, as inſtituted by Chriſt himſelf, and 


continued by ſucceſſion to this day, being 


as impregnable and flagrant a teſtimony to 


the truth of the matters of fact of Chriſt, 
as the ſacraments, or any other public in- 
ſtitutions: beſides that, if the prieſthood 


were taken away, the ſacraments and other 
public inſtitutions, which are adminiſtered. 
by their hands, muſt fall with them: there- 
fore the devil has' been moſt buſy, and' bent 
his greateſt force in all -ages againſt the 


prieſthood, knowing that ol that = down 


on 1 with it. | 
IX. With the Deiſts, in chis PRE 


are joined the Quakers and other of our 


Diſſenters, who throw off the ſucceſſion 
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66 Leſlie on Deiſm. | 
of our prieſthood, * (by which only it can 


be demonſtrated) together with the ſac ra- 


ments and public feſtivals. And if the 


devil could have prevailed, to have theſe 
dropt, the Chriſtian religion would loſe the 
moſt undeniable and demonſttative proof 
for the truth of the matter of fact of our 
Sayiour, upon which the truth of his doc- 
trine does depend. Therefore we may ſee 
the artifice and malice of the devil, in all 


theſe attempts. And let thoſe wretehed 


inſtruments whom he ignorantly (and ſome 
by a miſguided, zeal) has deluded thus to 
undermine Chriſtianity, now at laſt look 
back and ſee the ſnare in which they have 
been taken: for if they had prevailed, or 
ever ſhould, Chriſtianity dies with them, 


At leaſt it will be rendered precarious, as 
a thing of which no certain proof can be 


given. Therefore let thofe of them who 
have any zeal for the truth, bleſs God that 
they have not prevailed: and quickly leave 


them; and let all others be aware of them. 


And let us conſider and honour the 


1 ſacraments, and other public 


inſti- 
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inſtitutions of Chriſt, not only as means of 


grace and helps to devotion, but as the 


great evidences of the Chriſtian religion. 


Such evidences as no pretended revela- 
tion ever. had, or can have. Such as do 


_ plainly diſtinguiſh it from all fooliſh legends 


and impoſtures whatſoever. 


XX. And now, laſt of all, if one word 
of advice would not be loſt upon men who 


think ſo unmeaſurably of themſelves as the 
Deiſts, you may repreſent to them what a 
condition they are in, who ſpend that life 
and ſenſe which God has given them, in 
ridiculing the greateſt of his bleſſings, his 


_ revelations of Chriſt, and by Chriſt, to 


redeem thoſe from eternal miſery, who 
ſhall believe in him, and obey his laws. 
And that God, in his wonderful mercy and 
wiſdom, has ſo guarded his revelations, as 
that it is paſt the power of men or devils to 
counterfeit: and that there is no denying 


of them, unleſs we will be ſo abſurd as to 


deny not only the reaſon but the certainty 
of the outward ſenſes, not only of one, or 
won or three, but of mankind in general. 


That 
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That this caſe is ſo very plain, that nothing 
but want of thought can hinder any to diſ- 
cover it. That they muſt yield it to be ſo 


plain, unleſs they can ſhew ſome forgery 


which has all the four marks before ſet 


down. But if they cannot do this, they 
muſt quit their cauſe, and. yield a happy 


victory over themſelves: or elſe fit down 


under all that ignominy, with which they 
have loaded the prieſts, of being, not only 


the moſt pernicious, but (what will gall 


them more) the moſt inconſiderate and in- 
conſiderable of mankind. _ Y 

Therefore, let them not think it an un- 
dervaluing of their worthineſs, that their 
whole cauſe is compriſed within ſo narrow 
a compaſs: and no more time beſtowed 
m__ it than it is worth. 

But let them rather reflect how far they 
have been all this time from Chriſtianity ; 
whoſe . rudiments they are yet to learn! 
How far from the way of ſalvation ! How 
far the race of their lives is run before they 
have ſet one ſtep in the road to heaven. 
And therefore, how mock diligence they 

| . ought 
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ought to uſe, to redeem all that time they 


have loſt, leſt they loſe themſelves for ever; 


and be convinced, by a dreadful experience, 


when it is too late, That the Goſpel is 2 


truth, and of the laſt conſequence. 
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FROM THE S 


AUTHOR OF THE SHORT METHOD 
VW IH THE DEISTS. 


SIR, 
HAVE read over your papers with great 


1 ſatisfaction, and I heartily bleſs God 


with you, and for you, that he has had mercy 
upon you, and opened your eyes, to ſec the 
wondrous things of his law, to convince 
you of thoſe irrefragable proofs he has af- 


forded for the truth and authority of the 


Holy Scriptures, ſuch as no other writing 
upon earth can pretend to, and which are 


incompatible with any forgery or deceit. 


He has given you likewiſe that true ſpirit 
of repentance to bring forth the fruits 
5 thereof; 


¶ Letter from the ſame Author. 7 
thereof; that is; to make what ſatisfaction 
you can for! the injuries vou have done to 
religion, by anſwering what has been pub- 
lifted: formerly by yourſelf againſt it; and 
being converted, you endeavour to e e f 
your dere e . 6-7 IX 
234: 3; # þ '© F/ i 
8 Þ na 

You have laid the true foundation of ho 
being of God; againſt the Atheiſt ; of his 
creatiod: of the world, and providence, 
againſt the aſſerters of blind chance. If all 
be chance, then their thoughts are ſo too; 
and een no e dec or rn in 
the world. 12 

Others, becauſe they . not what to 
ſay, ſuppoſe the world and all _ in it 
to have been from eternity, and to have 
gone on, as now, in a conſtant fueceſſion 
of men begetting men, trees ſpringing 
from trees, &c. without any beginning. 

But if it was always as it is now, then 
every thing had a beginning, every man, 
bird, beaſt, tree, &c. And what has a 
beginning, cannot be without a beginning. 

There- 
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Therefore as it is evident that nothing 
can: make itſelf, it is equally evident that a 
ſucceſſion of things made muſt have a 
beginning. A ſucceſſion of beginnings 
cannot be without a beginning; for that 
would be literally a beginning without a 
beginning, which - is a contradiction | in 
terms. | 


II. Proviince. 8 4 
And to deny Proyidence in the firſt at 


is the denying, of a God: Whence had we 


our providence? For we find we have a 
providence to forecaſt and contrive how to 
preſerve and govern that which we. make or 


acquire: therefore there muſt be a provi- 
dence much more eminently in God, to 


preſerve and govern all the works which he 
has made. He that made the eye, does he 
not ſee? And he who put providence into 


the heart of man, has he none himſelf? . 


And the glory of his wiſdom and power 
ſeems greater to us in the acts of his provi- 
dence than even in thoſe ofcreation, eſpecially 


in his governing the actions of free agents, 


without 


and. trapping/the*Wicked in 
their 'own hands. This: ſtrikes. us more 
ſenſibly, and is nearer to:us than the making 
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without taking from them the freedom of 
their will to do as they liſt, and turning 


their very evil into good by the almighti- 


neſs of his wiſdom. We ſee great part of 


this every day before our eyes, in his turn- 


ing the counſels of the wiſe into fooliſhneſs, 
the works of 


of a tree or a ſtar; and we feel that over- 


ruling power in his providence which we 


contemplate in his creation. 
When the ſins of men are increaſed to 


provoke God to take vengeance, he per- 
mits the ſpirit of fury to incline their wills 


to war and deſtruction of each other, and 
nation riſes up againſt nation; and when 


in his mercy he thinks the puniſhment is 
ſufficient, he calms their rage like the roar- 
ing of the ſea, and there is peace. And 
they are ſo free agents in all this; that they 

think. it is all their own doing; and ſo 


really it is, though under the unſeen direc- 
tion of a ſuperior power. | 
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But not only in the public tranſactions 


of the world his providence is obſervable; 
there is no man who has taken notice of his 
own life, but muſt find it as to bis very 
Private affairs, a thought ſometimes dart- 
ing into his mind to rid him out of a diffi- 
culty, or ſhew him an advantage, which he 
could not find in much conſidering before. 


At other times a man's mind is ſo clouded 


as if his eyes were ſhut, that he cannot ſee 
his way. Again, ſeveral events which he 


thought moſt funeſt, and his utter ruin, he 
finds afterwards to be much for the beſt, 
and that he had been undone if that chad 
not happened which he feared. On the 


other hand, many things which he thought 
for his great benefit, he has found to be for 


his hurt. This ſhews a providence which 
ſees further than we can, and diſpoſes all our 
actions, though done in the full freedom of 
our own will, to what events, either good 


or bad for us, as he pleaſes. 


TH. ReverarTION. 
But theſe conſiderations from the'crea- 
tion and providence, though admirable and 
| an 


* many things; and hardly do we gueſs 
aright at things that are upon earth, 


and with labour do- we find the 
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glorious, are within the oracles of reaſon, 
and are but earthly things, in compariſon \ 
of thoſe heavenly things which God has 
revealed to man at ſundry times, and in - 
divers manners, and are recorded in the 
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Holy Scriptures, and- which otherwiſe it 
was impoſſible for man to 


(„ 


have known“. 
For what man is he that can know the 


© counſel of God? Or who can think what 


the will of the Lord is? For the thoughts 
of mortal men are miſerable, and ur 
devices are but uncertain; for the cor- 
ruptible body preſſeth down the | ſoul, 
and the earthly tabernacle weigheth 

down the mind that muſeth upon 


things that are before us: but the things ; 


that are in nn who Hath e 
out?“ 


This then muſt be purely the ſubjet of 


-revelneon'; but when the Deiſt is come 


bs Wiſdom i ix. LOS 143 15, 16. 
: E 2 


/ 


thus 
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thus far, he is entered into a wide field; 
for all religions, Jewiſh, Heathen, Chriſ- 

tian and Mahometan, Seen to een 
for their original, | ” 
Io clear this point was the PRE of He | 
hort Method v with the Deiſts, which gave 
The firſt opportunity to bur converſation. 
The Heathen and Mahometan religions 
not only want thoſe marks (there ſet down) 
which aſcertain the truth of fact, but their 
morals and worſhip are impure, and incon- 
ſiſtent with the attributes of God; as the 
indulgence of fornication and uncleannefs 
among the Heathen, and their human ſa- 
<rifices (moſt abhorrent to the God of holi- 
neſs and mercy) and the filthy obſcenity of 
their very /acra; beſides the great defect of 
their morals, which knew no ſuch thing as 
humility, forgiveneſs of injuries, loving 
their enemies, and returning good for evil. 
Some of their philoſophers ſpoke againſt. 
revenging of injuries, as bringing greater 
injury to ourſelves, or not worth the while; 
but not upon the account of humanity and 
Jove 1 to our viene! and doing them good, 
though. 


ws 
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though they did evil to us; and by the 
word bumilitas, they meant only a lowneſs. 
and dejection of mind, which is a vice; 
but they had no notion of it as a virtue, in 
having a low opinion of one s ſelf, and in 


honour preferring others. before us: this. 


its. 


Fou may ſee pride and ſelf-conceit run 


through all their philoſophy, beſides their | 
principle of increaſing their- empire, by 
conquering other countries who did them 


no harm, whom they called barbarians. 


Into this claſs comes likewiſe the Senſual 
Paradiſe propoſed by Mahomet, and his 
principle of propagating his religion by 
the ſword. 

The Jewiſh religion has all the certainty 
of fact, and its morals are good; but be- 


cauſe of the hardneſs of their hearts, they 


came not up to the primitive Purity, as in 


caſe of polygamy and divorce, wherein our 


bleſſed Saviour reduces them to the vriginal, 
That from the beginning it was not ſo; and 
in ſeveral other caſes mentioned in his Ser- 
mon upon the Mount. - 
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Therefore the perfection of morals, and 
of the true knowledge of God, was re- 
ſerved for the Chriſtian religion, which has, 
in more abundant manner than even the 


Jewiſh, the infallible marks of the truth 
of the facts, in the multitude and noto- 


riety of the miracles wrought by our bleſſed 


Saviour beyond thoſe of Moſes. 


Which 


fully anſwers the objection of the Jews, 
that Chriſt wrought his miracles by Beelze- 


bub: for then, as he ſaid to them, By 


« whom do your children caſt out devils ?”* 


Was it by the ſpirit of God or Beelzebub, 


that Moſes and the e wrought their 


miracles? - 


Then "082 the purity and hantentinefs of 


his doctrines, all levelled to deſtroy the 


kingdom of Satan, thoſe wicked principles 


and idolatrous worſhip which he had ſet 


up in the world; the other anſwer of our 
bleſſed Saviour concludes demonſtratively, 
of a kingdom divided againſt itſelf; that 
if Satan caſt out Satan io promote that 


| doctrine which Chriſt taught, we muſt alter 
our notion of the devil, and * him 


to 
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to be good, and his kingdom muſt then be 


at an end: which we ſee not yet done, for 


wickedneſs ſtill reigns in the world. 


IV. Object. as t0.the Hor v TRINITY. ir 
Againſt theſe things reaſon has nothing | 


to object, but chen prejudices are raiſed up 
againſt what is revealed, as being of things 


that are above our reaſon, and out of its 
reach; as chiefly the doctrine of the nu 
1 2 57 


In 3 to FT we may 2 
chat if ſuch things were; not above our 
reaſon, there needed no revelation of them, 
but only a bare propoſal of them to our: 
reaſon, made by any body without any 


authority, and their own: evidence n 


carry them through, 

In the next place, we muſt e 
that there are many things: int the divine 
nature far out of the reach of our reaſon. 


That it muſt be ſo: for how can finite 
comprehend infinite? Who can think what 


aternity is? A duration without beginning. 
or ſucceſſion of parts or. time] Who can ſa' 
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8 A Letter from the fame Author. 
much as imagine or frame any idea of a 
being, neither made itſelf, nor by any 
other? Of omnipreſence? Of a en 
immenſity? &c. 

Tet all this reaſon obliges us to allow, 
as the . r e a firſt 
cauſe, of . n 
And where any thing is eſtabli red u 
the full proof of reaſon, there ten thouſand 
objections or difficulties, though we cannot 
anſwer them, are of no force at all to over- 
throw it. Nothing can do that, but to 
refute thoſe reaſons upon which it is eſta- 
bliſhed ; till when the truth and certainty 
of the thing remains unſhaken, though we 
cannot explain it, nor ſolve. the difficulties 

| that ariſe from it. * 

And if it is ſo, upon the point of defer, 
much more upon that of revelation, where” 
the ſubje& matter is above our reaſon, and 
could never have been found out by it. 

All to be done in that caſe is, to latisfp 
ourſelves of the truth of the fact, that ſuch: 
things were revealed of God, and are no 
impoſture. This is done, as to the Holy 

| Scrip- 
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Scriptures, by the four marks before men- 


tioned. 8 
And a as to the contradiclings e in 
three being one, it is no contradiction, un- 


leſs it be ſaid, that three are one, in this © 
ſelf-ſame reſpect: for in divers reſpects 
there is no ſort of differ 
may be three, or three thouſand ; as one 


fity, that one 


army may conſiſt of many thouſands, and 
yet it is but one army: there is but one 
human nature, and yet there are multitudes 
of perſons who partake of that nature. 
Now it is not ſaid that the three perſons 
in the divine nature are one perſon, that 
would be a contradiction : but it is ſaid, 
that the threeperſons are one nature. They 


are not three and one in the ſame reſpect; 


they are three as to perſons, and one as to- 


nature. Here is no contradiction.” 


Again, that may be a contfadiction ir in; 


one nature, which is not ſo in another: for 
example; it is a contradiction that az man 


can go two yards or miles as ſoon- as one, 
becauſe two is but one and another one: 
yet this is no contradiction to fight, | which, 
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82 A Leier from the ſame Author. 
can reach a ſtar as ſoon as the top of a 
chimney; and the ſun darts his rays in one 
inſtant'from heaven to earth: but more than 
all theſe is the motion of thought, to. which 
no diſtance of place is any interruption; 
which can arrive at Japan as ſoon as at a 
yard's diſſance; and can run into the im- | 
menſity of poſſibilities. a 
Now there are no words poſſible, whereby 
to give any notion or idea of ſight or light 
to a man born blind: and conſequently to 
reconcile the progreſs of ſight or light to 
him from being an abſolute contradiction; 
becauſe he can meaſure it no otherwiſe than 
according to the motion of legs or arms, for 
he knows none other: therefore we cannot 
charge that as a contradiction in one nature, 
which is ſo in another, unleſs we underſtand 
both narures perfectly well: and therefore 
we cannot charge that as a contradiction in 
the incomprehenſible nature of being three 
in one, though we found it to be ſo in our 
nature; which we do not, becauſe, as before 
ſaid, they are not three and one in We ſame 


reſpect, | 


Es Now, 
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Now, let us further conſider, that though 
there is no compariſon” between finite and 
infinite, yet we have nearer reſemblances of 
the three and one in God, than there is of 
ſight to a man born blind. For there is 
nothing in any of the other four ſenſes that 
has any reſemblance at all to that of ſeeing, 
or that can give ſuch a man any notion 
whatever of it. 

But we find in our own nature, which is 
ſaid to be made after. the image of God, a 
very near reſemblance of his Holy Trinity, 
and of the different operations of each of! 
the Divine Perſons: 

For example; to know a thing preſent, 
and to remember what is paſt, and to love 
or hate, are different operations of our mind, 
and performed by different faculties of it. 
Of theſe, the underſtanding is the father 
faculty, and gives being to things, as to us; 
for what. we know not, is to us as if it were 
not. This anſwers to creation. From this 
faculty proceeds the ſecond, that of memory, 
which is a preſerving of what the under- 
ſtanding has created to us. Then the third 

E 6. meu 


A 2 b 4 o * f 
6 pts et EO, 2 


— — 82 n 2 A = 2 IE ay *- 2 E | hs TY +: 37 - * 
* ji. ͤ F . 0888 0 
* : > a _ * * . — Jo £ — 
N — = "0 15 8 1 Dp _ 5 
2 


% 4 Letter from the ſame Author. 


Ca Ge ee A. TY as 
= A. 4 = — 


5 22 — — 
i F — 9 TE 
6 - — CA... : > 


3 


* 


faculty, that of the will, which loves vr 


hates, proceeds from both the other; for we 


cannot love or hate what is not firſt created 


_ by the Tee and |preſeiwed to us 4 


by the memory. 8 71 1. 
And though theſe. are b dhe nt bacuntes, 
and their operations different, that the ſe- 
cond proceeds from the firſt, or is begotten 
by it; and the third proceeds from the firſt 
and ſecond in conjunction, ſo that one is 
before the other in order of nature, yet not 
in time; ſor they are all congenial, and one 
is as ſoon in the ſoul as the other; and yet 
they make not three ſouls, but one ſoul. 
And though their operations are different, 
and the one proceeds from the other, yet no 
one can act without the other, and they all. 


_ concur to every act of each; for in under- 


ſtanding and remembering, there is a con- 


current act of the will to conſent to ſuch 
underſtanding or remembering, ſo that no 


one can act without the other; in which, 
ſenſe none is before. or after the other, nor. 


can any of them be or exiſt without the 


other. 


Bur 
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But what we call faculties i in the ſoul, we 


call perſons. ; in the Godhead; becauſe there 


are perſonal actions attributed to each of 


them: as that of ſending, and being ſent x 
to take fleſh, and be horn, &cc. 
And we have no other word Werebß to 
expre s it; we ſpeak it after the manner of 
men; nor could we underſtand; if we heard 
any of thoſe unſpeakable words, which ex- 


preſs the Divine Nature in its proper eſſence; 


therefore we muſt make allowances, and 


great ones, when we apply words of our na- 


ture to the infinite and eternal Being. We 
muſt not argue ſtrictly and philoſophically 
from them, more than from God's being 
ſaid to repent, to be angry, &c. They are 
words ad captum, in condeſcenſion to our 


weak capacities, and without which we 


could not underſtand. W 
But this I ſay, that there are nearer re- 
ſemblances afforded to us of this ineffable 
myſtery of the Holy Trinity, than there is 
betwixt one of our outward ſenſes and ano- 
ther, than there is to a blind man of colours, 
or of the motion of light or ſight: and a 
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86 A Letter from"the' ſame Aut hort. 
contradiction. in the one will not infer a con- 
tradiction in the other; though it is impoſ- 
fible to be ſolved, as in the inſtance before 
given of a man boi blind, till we come to 

0 who's both natures diſtinctly. | 
And if we had not the experience of the 
different faculties of our mind, the contra- 
dition would appear irreconcileable to all 
our philoſophy, how three could be one,. 
each diſtinct from the other, yet but one 
ſoul: one proceeding from, or being begot 
by the other; and'yer all coeval, and none 
before or after the other: and as to the dif- 
ference betwixt faculties and perſons, ſub-- 
ſtance and ſubſiſtence, it is a puzzling piece 
of philoſophy. And though we give not a. 
diſtin& ſubſiſtence to a faculty, it has an. 
exiſtence, and one faculty can no more be 
another, than one perſon can be another: ſo 
that the caſe ſeems to be alike in both, as to 
what concerns our preſent difficulty of three 
and one; beſides what before is ſaid, that 
by the word perſon; when applied to God, 
(for want of a proper word whereby to ex- 
Preſs it,) we muſt 1 mean ſomething infinitely 
different. 


. 
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different from perſonality among men. And 
therefore from a contradiction in the one 
(ſuppoſe it granted) we cannot charge a 
contradiction in the other, unleſs we un- 
derſtand it as well as the other; for how elſe 
can we draw the parallel? m_ us 
What a vain thing is our piloſophy, whine 
| we would meaſure the incomprehenſible na- 
ture by it! When we find it non-pluſt in 
our own nature, and that in many inſtances. 
If I am all in one room, is it not a contra- 
diction that any part of me ſhould be in 
another room? Yet it was a common ſaying. | 
among philoſophers, that the foul is all in 
all, and all in every part of the body: how 
is the ſame individual ſoul prefent, at one 
and the ſame time, to actuate the diſtant 
members of the body, without either mul- 
tiplication or diviſion of the ſoul? Is there 
any thing in the body can bear any reſem- 
blance to this, without a manifeſt contra 
diction? Nay, even as to bodies, is any 
thing more a ſelf-evident principle, than 
that the cauſe muſt be before the effect? Yet 
the light and heat of the ſun are as old as 
a 0 | the 
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the ſun; and ſuppoſing the ſun to be eternal, „ 
they would be as eternal. | 
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And as light and heat are of th the nature 1 of 
the ſun, and as the three faculties before- 
mentioned are of the nature of the ſoul, ſo 


that the ſoul could not be a ſoul if it wanted 


any of them; fo may we, from ſmall things 


to great, apprehend without any contradic- 
tion, that the three perſons are of the very 


nature and eſſence of the Deity; and ſo of 


the ſame ſubſtance with it; and though one 
proceeding from the other, (as the faculties 
of the ſoul do,) yet that all three are con- 


ſubſtantial, co- eternal, and of neceſſary ex- 
iſtence as God is; for that theſe three are 
God, and God is theſe three. As under- 
ſtanding, memory, and will are a ſqul; and 
a ſoul is underſtanding, memory, and will. 
1 intend (God willing) to treat of this 


ſuhject more largely by itſelf; but I have | 


ſaid thus much here, to clear the way from 
that objection of rejecting revelation (though 
we are infallibly ſure of the fact) becauſe 
of the ſuppoſed contradiction to our reaſon, 


in comparing it with our earthly _ 


and diviſions, which our ble 


the elect: as ſome Canaanites were left in 


tend earneſtly for the faith, it quickens our 
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"0. "of the Difference among chri gon. 1 


But now, that from all the proofs of the 
certainty of the reyelation we are come to 9 
fix in Chriſtianity, our labour is not yet at 
an end: for here you ſee multiplicity of ſets; b 
fled Saviour: 
foretold ſhould come, for the probation of 


the land to teach the Iſraelites the uſe of 
war, leſt by too profound a peace, they 
might grow lazy and ſtupid, and become an 
eaſy prey to their enemies. So might Chriſ- 
tianity be loſt among us; if we had nothing 
to do, it would dwindle and decay, and 
corrupt by degrees, as water ſtagnat es by 
ſtanding ſtill: but when we are put to con- 
zeal, keeps us upon our guard, trims our 
lamp, and furbiſhes the ſword of the ſpirit, 
which might otherwiſe ruſt in its ſcabbard. 
And it gives great opportunity to ſhew us. 
the wonderful providence and protection of 
God over his church, in preſerving her 
againſt a viſibl y unequal force. And in this 
conteſt, 


90 A Lether from the ſame Aut bor: 
conteſt, to ſome this high privilege i is granted 
in the behalf of Chriſt, not only to believe 
on him, but al ſo ſuffer for his ſake*. Theſe 
go to make up the noble army of martyrs 
and confeſſors, for ever triumphant in 
heaven. Others conquer even here on earth, 
that God's wonderful doings may be . 
to the children of men. wo pL 
But as he who builds a tower, 00 firſt! 
to compute the expence, and he who goes to 
war to conſider his ſtrength ; ſo our bleſſed 
Saviour has inſtructed us, that he who wilk 
be his diſciple, muſt reſolve beſorehandito 
take up his croſs daily, to forfake father and 
mother, and wife and children, and lands; 
and life itſelf, when he cannot keep them 
with the truth and ſincerity of the Goſpel.. 
Therefore we muſt put on the whole ar- 
* mour of God, that we may be able to 
« ſtand in the evil day, and having over- 
% come all, to ſtand; for we wreſfle not 
_« againſt fleſh and blood, but againſt prin— 
© cipalities, againſt powers, againſt | the 


** Phil. i. 29. 


« rulers. 
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« rulers of the darkneſs of this world, 


« againſt wicked ſpirits in high places. 
And what is it we wreſtle for? For the 
great myſtery of gadlineſs, God manifeſt 1 in 


the Held; Ges * 


VI. T, be Dogrine of SATISFACTION. | 
Here is the foundation of the Chriſtian 


religion, that when man had ſinned, and 


was utterly unable to make any ſatisfaction, 
for his fin, God ſent his own Son to take 
upon him our fleſh, and in the ſame nature 
that. offended, to make full ſatisfaction for 
the ſins of the whole world, by his perfect 
obedience, and the ſacrifice of himſelf upon. 
the croſs. | 
Some ſay, What need any ſatisfaction 
Might not God forgive without it? It would 
ſhew greater mercy. But theſe men conſider 
not that God is not only juſt, but he is 
juſtice itſelf; juſtice in the abſtract; he is 


eſſential juſtice. And juſtice, by its nature, 
muſt exact to the utmoſt farthing, elſe it 
were not juſtice: to remit is mercy, it is 


not juſtice; and the attributes of God muſt 
Fe | | | not 
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not fight and oppoſe each other: they muſt 


all ſtand infinite and compleat. You may 


ſay then, how can God forgive at all? How 
can infinite mercy. and. Juſtice ſtand toge- 
ther? 


This queſtion could never have been an- 


ſwered, if God himſelf had not ſhewed it 


to us in the wonderful ceconomy of our re- 


demption: for here is his juſtice ſatisfied to 


the leaſt iota, by the perfect obedience and 


paſſion of Chriſt, (who is God) in the ſame 
human nature that offended. Here is in- 
finite wiſdom expreſſed in this means found 
out for our falvation; and infinite merey in 
affording it to us. Thus all his attributes 
are ſatisfied, and filled up to the brim: they 


contradict not, but exalt each other. His 


mercy exalts and magnifies his juſtice: his 


juſtice exalts his mercy, and both his infi- 


nite wiſdom. 


Here is a view of God, Sd what all 


the oracles of reaſon could ever have found 


out, from his works of creation or common 


providence! Theſe ſhew his works, but this 
bis nature, it is himſelf! The very face of 
God! 


* 
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God! Before which the angels veil their 


faces, and deſire to look into this abyſs of 


goodneſs, and power, and wifdom, which 
they will never be able to fathom, but ſtill 


feed upon, and ſearch farther and farther 
into it, with adoration; to. eternity! And 


they worſhip, our manhoad thus taken into 


God! And rejoice, to be miniſtring ſpirits to 


us, while upon earth. 


This you and I have talked over at 10 
and this I gave you as the ſum and ſubſtance, 
the Alpha and Omega of the Chriſtian reli- 
ligion. And now I repeat it as the ſureſt 
criterion to guide a man in the difficulty 
before us, that is, in the choice of a church, 
in the midſt of all that variety there is among 
Chriſtians. Whoever hold not this doc- 
trine, join not with them, nor bid them 


God ſpeed. 


VIL. The Sox TANs. 


This will ſave you from the Socinians, or 
the Unitarians, as they now call themſelves 
in England, who expreſsly deny this. doc- 


trine: for they deny the doctrine of the Holy 


Trinity, 
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Trinity, and the Divinity of Chriſt, 'upon 
which it is founded. They conſider Chriſt | 
no otherwiſe than a meer man; and propoſe 
him only as a teacher and good example to 
us. But then they are confounded with all 
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their pretence io wit and reaſon, to give any 
account for his death, which was not neceſ- 
ſary to teaching. or being an example: 
that, an angel, or a prophet might have 
been. Then they ſay that he died to con- 
firm the truth of his doctrine. But ſet this 
doctrine of Satisfaction aſide, and he taught 
nothing new, except the improvement of 
ſome morals: beſides, dying does not con- 
firm the truth of any doctrine; it only 
ſhews that he who dies for it does himſelf 
believe it. Some have died for errors; and 
the Socinian doctrine affords no comfort, no 
aſſurance to us. For if we conſider Chriſt 
only as a teacher or example, we have not 
followed his precepts nor example: here 
is nothing but matter of condemnation 
to us. But if we look upon him as our 
_ furety, who has paid our debt, as our ſacri- 
fice, atonement, and CG for our 
ſins, 
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ſins, and. that we are ſaved by his blood, 
(which is the language of the Holy Scrip- 
tures, of which the Socinians know no 


meaning) this 18 a ek mg! ine al- 
ſurance. 


” g 
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1 VIII. The church 2% Nous. 1 
As the 3 hays totally rejected this 


e + ſo the Church of Rome has greatly 


vitiated and depreſſed it, by their doctrine 
of merit, and their own ſatisfaction, which 


they make part of their ſacrament of pe- 
NANCE. 
wherein ſouls who had not made full ſatiſ- 
faction upon earth, muſt compleat it there. 
They deny not the Satisfaction of Chriſt, 

but join their own with it, as if it were not 


On this is founded their purgatory, 


ſufficient. 


IX. The Diss NT ERS. 

On the other hand, our Diſſenters run to 
the contrary extreme: and becauſe our good 
works muſt have no ſhare 1 in the ſatisfaction 
for ſin, which they cannot, as being un- 
worthy, and mixed with our infirmities and 

our 
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our ak; therefore- they make them not ne- 
ceſſary, nor of any effect towalds our ſal- 
vation. They ſay that Chriſt did not die 
for any but the elect, in whom he ſees no 
ſin, let them live never ſo wickedly. They 
damn the far greateſt part. of the world by 
irreverſible decrees of reprobation, and ſay, 
that their good works are hateful to God, 
and that it is not poſſibly i in their power to 
be ſaved, let them believe as they will, and 
live never ſo religioufly. They take away 
free-will in man, and make him a perfect 
machine. They make God the author of 
fin, to create men on purpoſe to damn them: 
and to puniſh them eternally for not doing 
what was not in their power to do, and for 
doing what he had made impoſſible for 
them not to do. They make his promiſes 
and threatnings to be of no effect, nay, to 
be a ſort of burleſquing, and inſulting thoſe 
whom he has made miſerable; which Is an 
hideous blaſphemy ! 8 

For a ſolution in this matter, both : as to 
faith and works, I refer you to the homilies 
of faith and ſalvation, and of good works, 
where 
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where you vill find the true Chriſtian doc- 
trine ſet forth cleatly and ſolidly. Nido 


I will not anticipate what you gelen for 


your ſecond part, by entering into other dic. 1 
putes there are among Chriſtians; only theſe 
will be exceeding neceſſary, to ſettle well 
the notion of the Church of Chriſt; to Hich 


all do e in various e * 


— 
oO 


* T. be true Notion of the cnοννν * 


— 


Firſt, therefore, the church muſt be con- 


fidered not only as a ſect, that is, a company 


of people believing ſuch and ſuch tenets, 


like the ſeveral ſects of the Heathen Philo- 
ſophers; but as a ſociety under government, 
with governors appointed by Chriſt, inveſted 
with ſuch powers and authority, to admit 


into and exclude out of the fociery, and 


govern the affairs of the be . 


This power was delegated by Chriſt to bis 


Apoſtles and their ſucceſſors to the end of 
the world: accordingly the Apoſtles did 
ordain Biſhops in all the churches which 


they planted throughout the whole world, 
as the ſupreme governors, and center of 


FR unity, 
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Unity, each in his own church. Theſe were 
obliged to keep i unity and communion with - 
one another ; ;, which is therefore called Ca- 
tholic, Communion. And all theſe churches 
conhdered together, i is the Catholic Church: 
| as the ſeveral nations of the earth are called 8 


the world. ;, I 
XI. Ga int bor 8 
And Chriſt appointed no Univerſal Biſhop 
over his church more than an Univerſal 
Monarch over the world. No ſuch thing 
WAS known in the primitive church, till it 
Vas ſer up firſt by John Biſhop of Conſtan- 
tinople, then by the Biſhop of Rome, in 
the ſeventh century. And as the whole 
world Is. one kingdom to God, as it is Writ- 
ten, c« his kingdom ruleth over all,“ ſo the 
| ſeveral churches of the world are one church 
to Chriſt. 4 And the church of Rome's ſay- 
ing that ſhe i is that one church, or ſhew us 
another, which can diſpute it with us, in 
univerſality, antiquity, &c. is the ſame as 
if France (for example) ſhould ſay, Who 
can Compare with me? Therefore I am the 
. Univerſal 
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Univerſal or Monarch, ſhew me another. 
The thing appears ridiculous at the firſt q 
propotal ; for it muſt be laid to Rome, or 
to France, that, if you were ten times greater 
than you are, you are yet but a part of the 
whole. And to ſay, who elſe pretends to it? 
Why none. And ir would be nonſenſe | in 
any one who did pretend to it. One part 
| may be bigger than another; but one part 
can never be the whole. And all reſults i in 
this, whether Chriſt did appoint an Uni- 
verſal Biſhop over all the churches in the 
world? And we are willing to leave the iſſue 
to that, if it can appear either from the. 
Scripture or antiquity. Beſides, the reaſon 
of the thing; for as Gregory the Great urged 
againſt John of Conſtantinople, if there was 
an Univerſal Biſhop, the Univerſal Church 
muſt fall, if that one Univerſal Biſhop fell; 
and ſo all muſt come to center in one poor, 
fallible, mortal man. 
This obliged the Pope to run into another. 1 
b monſtrous extreme, and ſer up for infalli-.  .- 
bility 1 in his own perſon, as the only ſucceſſor : 
85 of St. Peter, and heir of thoſe promiſes 
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ade: to him, ſuper banc petram, Se, This, 


was the current doctrine, of the divines 1 5 


| ae Church of Rome, in former ages, 4 


you may ſee in Bellarmin, de Rom. Pony, f 
J. 4. c. 5. where he carries this ſo high as 
to afſert, that if the Pope did command the 
practice of vice, and forbid virtue, the : 
Was vice, and that vice was virtue. And 
in his preface he calls this abſolute ſupre- 5 


macy of the Pope, the ſumma ret Chriſtiane, 


the ſum and foundation of the Chriſtian re- | 
ligion. And that to deny it was not only : a. 


ſimple error, but a pernicious hereſy. * 


This was. old Popery : but now it is 18 


nerally decried by the papiſts themſelves; 


yet no Pope has been brought to renounce : 
it, they will not quit claim. 


When they departed from the meal 


of the Pope, they ſought to place it in their 
General Councils: but theſe are not always 
in being; and fo their infallibility muſt drop 
for ſeveral ages together; which will not 
conſiſt with their argument, that God is 

| obliged by his goodneſs, to afford always an 
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out ward and living judge and guide to his 


N church. Beſides, that inſtances are found, 
where thoſe. councils they call general, have - 
contradicted one another. 


For which reaſons, others of this place 


the infallibility! in the church diſfuſive: but 
this upon their ſcheme is indefinite, and the 
| judge of controverſy muſt be ſought among 
numberleſs individuals, of whom no one is 
| the Judge or guide, 1 


XII. of IvrariIbILITY in the ilives.; 
But there i is an infallibility 1 in the church, 


1: $4: 34 


not perſonal i in any one or all of Chriſtians 
put together; for millions of fallibles can 
never make an infallible. But the infalli- 
bility conſiſts i in the nature of the evidence, 
" which having all the four marks mentioned 
in the Short Method with the Deiſts, cannot 


- poſſibly | be falſe. yy As you and I believe there 


is ſuch a town as Conſtantinople, that there 
was ſuch a man as Henry VIII, as much as 
if we had ſeen them with, our eyes: not 


from the credit of any hiſtorian or tra- 
veller, all. of. whom are fallible ; but from 
DS „ . the 
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the nature of the evidence, wherein it is 
_ impoſſible for men to have conſpired” and 
carried it on without contradickon. if it 


ne l 93.3! : Hie 3 


were falſe... 1 
Thus, whatever doctrine has been taught 
in the church (according to the rule of Vin- 
centius Lirinenſis) Semper, ubique, & 45 om- 
ntbus, is the Chriſtian dodtrine ; för in this 
caſe, ſuch doctrine is a lack, and having tf e 
foreſaid marks, muſt be a trüe fack, viz. that 
ſuch dectrine was fo taught and received. 
This was the method taken i in the council 
called at Alexandria againſt 4 it was 
aſked by Alexander the Archbi p who 
preſided, Quis unguam "alfa ud x a 
Who ever heard of this dodrine before? 
And it being anſwered by all the Bithops 
there aſſembled in the negative, it was con- 
cluded a novel doctrine, and contrary t to 
what had been univerſally received i in. the 
Chriſtian church. Thus every doctrine may 
be reduced to fact; for it is purely fact, 
whether ſuch gockrine was received or ba 


{ if 342 


e Soerates Hift, 1 t. e. f. . | 
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| And a council aſſembled upon ſuch an 
occaſion, ſtand as evidences of the fact, not 
as judges of the faith; which they cannot 
alter by their votes or authority. Laaber 
A council has authority in matters of dif- 
eipline in the church; but, in matters of 
faith, what is called their authority, i is their 
atteſtation to the truth of fact; which if it 
has the marks before mentioned, muſt be 
infallibly true: not from the infallibility of 
any or all of the perſons, but from the na- 
ture of the evidence, as before i is ſaid; 
nd this is the ſureſt rule, whereby to 
judge of doctrines, and 'to know what the 
Catholick church has believed and taught 
as received from the Apoſtles. 
And they who refuſe to be tried by this 
rule, who, ſay, we care not what was be- 
lieved by the Catholick church, either in 
former ages or now; we think our own in- 
terpretat ions or criticiſms upon ſuch a text, 
of as great authority as theirs; theſe are 
juſtly to be ſuſpected, nay, it is evident that 
they are broaching ſome novel dottrines, : 
which cannot ſtand this teſt. Beſides the 
F __, mama 
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enen arrogance in ſuch 2 pretence, 
N theſe overthrow. the foundation of that ſure 


d infallible evidence upon. which Chrif- 


| tianity itſelf does ſtand; and reduce all to a 
blind enthuſiaſm. 


; _ 
Sew "+. 2X; of 


XIII. Of Keneosaer. CIOS 


But further, Sir, in your ſearch after a 
. you muſt not only conſider the doe- 
trine, but the government; that is, as 8 
ſaid before, you muſt conſider the church, 
not only as a ſect, but as a ſociety: for 
though every ſociety founded upon the be- 
lief of ſuch tenets, may be called a a ſe, yet 
every ſect is not a ſociety. Now, a ſociety 
cannot be without government, for! it is that 
which makes a ſociety: and a government 
cannot be without governors. The Apoſtles 
were inſtituted by Chriſt the firſt governors 


of his church; and with them and their 


ſucceſſors he has promiſed to be to the end 
of the, world. The Apoſtles did ordain 
Biſhops, as governors in all the churches 
which they planted throughout the whole 


world; and theſe Biſhops were eſteemed the 


: : ſucceſſors 
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ſucceſſors of the Apoſtles each in his own 
church; from the beginning to this day. | 
£ This was the current notion and language 
11 antiquity. Omnes Apoſtolorum ſucceſſores 
ſunt, | That all Biſhops were the ſucceſſors - 
of the Apoſtles. As St. Jerome ſpeaks, 
Epiſt. ad Evagr. And St. Ignatius, who was 
conſtituted by the Apoſiles Biſhop of An- 
. tioch, lalutes the church of the Trallians, 
L | Ex TW. bnd it *Aworonne xapau r. 2 
= the Plenitude of 'tbe Apoſtolical character. 
. Thus it continued from the days of the 
Kee Apoſtles to thoſe of John Calvin; in all 
F which time there was not any one church i in _ 
the whole Chriſtian world, that was not 4 
epiſcopal. But now it is ſaid by our Diſ- 1 
ſenters, that there is no need of ſucceſſion 
from the Apoſtles, or thoſe Biſhops inſti- 
tuted by them: that they can make govern- 
ors over themſelves whom they liſt: and 
what ſignifies the government of the church, | 
ſo the doctrine be pure? But this totally 
diſſolves the church as a ſociety, the govern-- 
ment of which conſiſts in the right and title 
. of the governor. And as the Apoſtle ſays, 
— „ | e Ng: 
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« "Na man taketh this honour to himſelf. bat 
he that is called of God, as was Aaron “. 
And the diſpute betwixt him and Korah 
was not as to any point either of doctrine 5 
or worſhip, but merely upon that of church 
government. And St. Jude, ver. 11, brings. 
down the ſame, caſe to that of the church. 
And reaſon carries it as to all ſocieties. 
They who will not obey the lawful g governor, 
but ſet up another in oppoſition to him, are 
no longer of the ſociety, but enemies to it, 
and juſtly forfeit all the rights and privileges. 
of . 

Now conſidering that all the 1 in 0 
the Goſpel are made to the church, what a A 
dreadful thing muſt it be, to be excluded: 
from all theſe! 85 

Beſides, the church 1s called the pill 3 
and ground of the truth, as being a ſociety | 
inſtituted by Chriſt, for the ſupport and. I 
preſervation of the faith. This no parti- | 
cular church can attribute to itſelf, other- | 

' wiſe than as being a part of the whole: and 
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therefore, 


de Les from the rams Aulbor. 10% 


therefore, as St. Cyprian fays, ec Chriſt made | 
. the ollege of Biſhops numerous, that. if 
re 2: wh proved heretical, or ſought to er 
* the flock, the reſt might interpoſe for the 
; & ſaving of it. . his is equally againſt 
_ letting the whole depend upon one Uni- 
Vverſal Bimop; and againſt throwing off the 
= whole epiſcop ate, that! is, all the Biſhops in 
1 719 I 

the world ; which would be a total diffolu= 

7 tion of the church as a ſociety, by leaving 
no governors in it; or, which 1s the ſame, 
ſetting up governors . of our own head, 
Without any authority or fucceſſion from 
the Apoſtles ; which is rendering the whole 
pcarious, and witholit any foundation. 
And it Is. a. ſuppoſing that Providence is 
more obliged to ſtand by a church ſet up in 
direck © opp poſition fo His inftirurion, than by 
that chüfch which Crit Hilnfelf has found- 
ed, and promiſed to be with it to the-end 
of the world. And though he has permitted 
errors and hereſies to overſpread feveral 
parts of it, at Teveral times, for the pro- 
batiò 511 of the elect, Hke the- waining of the 
moon, pet has he not left himſelf without 
EIN _ witneſs, 


«7 : * 
„ 28 . 
10 


108 4 Letter G folk the . Author 


witneſs, and, has reſtored light to her- pur- 1 
ſuant to his + pros, that. the 58 of bell 


11 


the Paget of his church, 2 be has 
not deſerted. All of whom, through, the 
whole world always did, and ſtill do main- 
tain and own the Apoſtolic Creed. And 
wherein ſome, as the Arians, have perverted 


the ſenſe of ſome articles, that laſted but 4 


ſhort time; and the truth has been more 


* 11 = 


confirmed by it, in the unanimous conſent 


and teſtimony. of the whole epiſcopal col- 
lege, to the primitive doctrine W hich they 


had received from the beginning. God 


| healed theſe hereſies in his own way, by 
the mapa al and Governors of bis church, 


„ 


And it is e that theſe. herefics 
began by infraction, which men made upon 
his inſtitution of Biſhops, as Arius, an am- 
bitious preſbyter, firſt roſe vp againſt. his 
- Biſhop,, before he was given up, to that vile 


* hereſy, which he vented afterwards by de- 
grees, 


* a &a oe Alot lh — 


grees. to gain a party after Wil" thereby to 
maintain the oppoſition which he had made 
againſt his Biſhop: and, by a juſt. Judgment, 
he fell from one error to another, till he at 
laſt completed. that deteſtable hereſy which | 


Y3 {$5 


TFF 
And in all the annals of the church; whe- 
ther under, the law or the goſpel,, there is 
not one inſtance of a ſchiſm againſt the 
prieſthood which God had appointed; but 
great errors in doctrine and worſhip did. 
follow it. Thus the prieſthood which Micah 
ſet up of his own head, and that which Je- 
roboam ſet up in oppoſition to that of 
Aaron, both ended in idolatry. Thus the 
Novatians and Donatiſts, who made ſchiſms 
againſt their Biſhops, fell into grievous er- 


rors, though 1 did not renounce the 
faith. | 


And into what 2 errors, both as to 
| doctrine and worthip, has the church of 
Rome fallen, ſince her Biſhop ſet up for 
univerſality, and thereby commenced that 
grand ſchiſm againſt all the Biſhops of the 
earth, pw he fought to depreſs under 


him; 
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mY ö 110 4 4 Laie from the fome Autor, is 
him: but while he. would, thruſt hes. 


| the Catholic church. . 0 
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churches from him, he thruſt bimleſf from, 
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What. hydra, herefies, and "monſtrous £ $, 
the names) flowed like a torrent into. Eng- 
land, in, the times of forty-one, after ./ 
copacy was thrown down! ak 

So evident is that faying, that the church 


is the pillar and ground. of the truth, That - 


We can hardly find any error which has come 


1 


into the church, but upon an infraction. 
made upon the fiene aurhority. EE . 
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For A this is to be faid, chat it r 
all the four marks before- mentioned, to 


aſcertain any fact, in, the concurrent teſti- 
mony of all reins. at all times; and 


therefore muſt infallibly be the government 
which the Apoſtles left upon the earth, To 


which we muſt adhere till a greater ; autho- 
rity than theirs ſhall alter * 
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1 doubt not but all this will determine 
you to the church of England, any u 
firm to epiſcopacy, as a matter not indif- 
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And 1 pray God, that “ he” who hath 


e begun a good work in you, may perfect 


< it until the day of Jeſus'Chriſt. Amen,” 
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